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se THE DELEGATION OF THE ARAB HIGHER COMMITTEE 
FOR PALESTINE 


TELEPHONES: BRYANT 9-3237-8 ROOM 4512, EMPIRE STATE BUILDING 
NEW YORK 1.N. Y. 


July 30, 1948 





The Representative of The Arab Higher Committee for} 
Palestine presents his compliments to His Excellency, The Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs, and hes the honour to trans- 
mit to him the attached two memoranda, "why the Arab States 
Entered -alestine," and "Jewish “trocities in the Holy Land," 
which were submited to members of the United lations Delera- 
tions, 

The Representative of The Arab lichcr Comittee avails 
himself of cShis opportunity to offer iis xceliency, The Secre= 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs the assurance of his highest 


consideration, 


Isa lakhleh 


J: Nokble 
Representative of the Arab 


Hicher Comittee 


The Right Honourable 
The Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs 
The Yoreign Office 
London, United “incdom 
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THE UNITED NaTIONS DEUS. 1LOUS 


SUBITTED BY 


THE AR\B HIGHER COMMITTED CELEGATION FCR PALESTINE 





4512 Empire State Building, New York, N. Y. 


20th JULY 


1948 
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INTRCDUCTION 





In publishing this Prper on Jewish crimes cnd atrocities in 
Palestine, we do not intend to dwell unon the war in that country, nor 
do we intend to give cny account of actions during military operations 
or battles between arab and Jewish forces. These events are not the 
subject of our comment. What re wish to dwell upon in this memorandum 
is crimes committed by Jevs against the Areb civilian population. We 
intend to expose the malicious, berbsric and inhuman methods of exter- 
mination resorted to by the Jews of Talestine in violation of the 
accepted rules of civiiized or chivelrous warfare. 


When the Fascists anc N:.zis persecuted the Jews of Furope, 
Jews everywhere saw to it) thxt the civilizcd world learned all the de- 
tails of those atrocities through their powerful and world-wide propa- 
gandu machine. Par:doxically, nonetheless, the Jets of Eastcrn Europe 
who suffcred so auch it thc he of their persccutors have been good 
pupils. Thy have now cst:blished for thcmsclvues a record for savagery 
in Pelestinc. 


According to < very reliable British source, an official of 
the Jewish agency as long cgo 2s Februsry 1948, cxplained to a British 
fricnd the methods which the Zionists vould adopt in Palestine. They 
would commence their campaign with two or three massacres. "When we 
massacre," this Zionist said, "ve shcll not only kill the men; we shall 
massacre the tromen and children and then their cows, sheep and oxen." 


This cold-blooded =nd well-calculeted Zionist plen for the 
massacre of populaticns is not new for tne Jews. It is u renewal of 
the technique adopted by them when they first e:tered Palestine about 
the yeur 1400 B. C. “And they utterly destroyed all that was in the 
city (Jericho),.both man cud woman, young cnd old, end ox, cnd sheep, 
and ass, with the edge of the sword." (Joshua 6:21) : 


The facts enumcrated in this memorardum must shock every decent 
person in the world. They are all authentic and cunnot be challenged by 
the Zionists, who do not intend to tight either honorably or chivalrous- 
iy. They have not conductcd thcir militury operaticns cccording to the 
accepted rules of civilized u.carfare. In occupying some Arab cities, 
quarters or villeges the Jews have committed thc most heinous crimes 
cgainst innecent civilians. Jetisn atrocities in the Holy Land can be 
classified under the following categories: 


MASSACRES, INDISCRIMINATE KILLING ND SAVAGE ACTS 





Jews indiscriminately massecred civilicns, old men, women and 
children of all ages. 


Jews bayoneted pregnant women. 


Jess cut children to pieces before their mothers' eyes, 
then killed the mothers. 


Jews threw infants into cisterns filled with water, after 
snatching them from their mothers' brzasts. 


Jews shot and killed nurses. 


Jews in Haifa killed, mutilated and crucified Arab prisoners 
and vounded. 


MALTREATHERT AND HULIZLIATION OF PRISONERS 





The Jews trezted prisouers, cad cll the Arab civilian population 
which was unable to leave Jaffa, Hcifa, Safad, Acre or Jerusalem in a 
most berburic and Nazi-like fashion. 


Jews forced these civilinns to dig trenches and do the dirtiest 
work for their cxuptcrs. 
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In Jerusalem Jews forced old men and women, doctors and 
notables, to carry water on their backs in big tins from 
Arab cisterns to the Jewish quarters. 


Jews forced many cldcerly women of the most respected 
families of Jerusalem tu work as servants, performing the 
most degrading tasks. 


Jews evicted Arabs from their homes and forced them to 
live in the most unhygicnic cnd insanitary places. 


Jews gave Arab civilians, as « form of revenge, a minimum 
amount of food <nd drink, verely sufficicnt to sustain 


life. 

Jewish doctors forced Arab men in Heffa cnd Huifs to sub- 
mit to giving blood -- jewish wounded and left these Arabs 
in the most horrible condition, dangerously sick aud exposed 
to death. 


INDECENT ACTS AGAINST ‘/OU:EN AND GIRLS 


In the village of Deir Yasin, Jews toox women und young girls, 
stripped off all their clothes, put them inte trucks and 
efter porading them in the Jewish quartcrs, photogr-phcd them 
in thet condition. 


Jews in Haifa cntcred Arab hones, stripped women of cll their 
clothes, raped them and forced them to flee naked fron their 
hones into the streets. 


Jews raped Christien and Wosler young women and very young 
girls. 


LOOTING OF PROPERTY 
Jcws locted Arab property in Jeffo, Haifc, Safad, Tiberias and 
Jcerusalen. 


Jes broke intc homes and cffices and looted all the furniture 
and destroyed what they coulc not curry away. 


Jews looted, destroyed or burned books. 


Jews looted all merch-ncise inventories in Arab shops and 
warehouses. 


Jews looted Arab cars, trucks =nd vehicles. 


Jews looted medical supplics and bandages from stores, the 
property of the Ked Cross and the Red Crescent. 


On June 6, 1948 the Jewish Agency, with the most during 
brigandry, cnnounted that it would usurp und appropricte 
all Arcb holdings and property wherever the Jews could 
reach them. Arcb hemes and buildings cre now occupied 

by Jews. Arab property thus looted included vehicles of 
all types, telcphcnes, typewritcrs, hospitel furniture 

and beds, kitchen utensils, reserve food stocks cnd pharma- 
ceutical supplies. 


DESTRUCTION OF _ PROPERTY 


Jews in Hoifs, Jaffa, S:fed arc Tiberics marked must sf the 
mcdern Arab buildings in these cities for destruction end then 
preceeded to cemolish then, not in battle but in calculated 
revenge ond i: retalicticn for the losses suffercd by Jews in 
bettles cnd 2s a result of actual fighting. 


Jews destroyed hospitcls and clinics in Hcifc. 
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DESTRUCTION «aND DEGECRATION CF HOLY PLACES 


Jews in Haifa defiled Christian end koslem doly Pleces by 
urincting on the altars snd dragging .scmen to the Sacred 
Places -ni reping them there. 


Jews in Jeruselem occupica Christinn Holy Pl:ces nd shrines 
and used them cs forts, arsenals and :uilit.ry bases. Upon 
their rctront they cither damaged cor burned these Sacred 
Pluccs. By inciscrimiucte shelling ticy dunrcgec f-urteen 
churches, instituticns and shrines in the Qlc City cf Jeru- 
salen. 


USE OF DUM-DUL! BULLETS AWD 3..CIERIOLOGIC..L ‘iARTARE 








According to reliable renorts fren cecredited doctors, 
Cmong jrah peticnts t ed by them were ones struck by 
Qum-dun bullvts. 


According to confessions Jbtainced fron the perpetrators, 
Jews sens Your men with bottles coutrining typhoid ond 
Gysentcry germs te infect the artesian wells -rcund Gaza. 
The offencers were crrested with vottles in their possession 
and confessed their guilt. 


MASSACRES, INDISCRIMINATE KILLING ND SAVACE ACTS 


The massacres ov Arab old men, wonen crd children by Jews was 
a well-ccleulated ind cold-blowded plen. It wes intended to terrorize 
the Arab civilicn popultisn one csusc an arnb excdus from Palestine. 
As c result of these massccres, chout 300,000 Ar’. bs hove left their 
anes, towns sand vill-ges :nd heave t-ken rsfuge in neight riag Arab 
countries. The follwing sre unly a few cf these berburcus anssceres: 


O April, 1948 - il\SSACRE OF DEIR YASIN VILLAGE - J#PUS.LEM 








Deir Yasin, 2 vill:go of about 600 inhabit-nts, is a suburb of 
Jerusclew surrounded by Jcowisi settlements. On 16 April, 1948, it was 
attacked by 500 Jews, who reunced up mo:t of the ink biv nis and looted 
all velusbles they could find. Then thoy started ucss.cring men, women 
and children, bayoneting pregn:.nt wonen, cutting childrcn to pieces 
before their ta rs' cyes, then killing the stiurs. Jews killid 
absut 250 Arzbs. Anicng these were tiyvcaty-five ee wonen, fifty- 
tw. mothers with sucklings, seme cf whom were wnly . fo. months old, 
end «.beut siyty svher wosen anc girls. Jews dumped over 150 bedies 
inte < cistern in crder t: hide the horrers ind nutilstion committed 
by them. They tock from the stiute villnge « group of Arab women ord 
girls, stripped them'of” all clothes, put them int:. trucks, paraded 
then in the Jovish quarters of Jerusalem, 2nu pa-terranked them nakcd. 
As the Getcils of these horrors becume known, even Jewish civilian 
in Sorin kee ters shocked. 


Jawish fcorees berred extrance te 2.11 cutsiders so tnet no one 
woulu see their nerrible acts. Me Jucques cu Rugnicr, celegnte of the 
Internatio. Red Cress, ackec pormissiin cf the Jevish agency to gu to 
the scene of tiie massacre, buy they refused te alls hin to go until the 
next dey, cu thet they might clex the ness. hi. de keimicr told The 
Arab Higher Coumittce in Jerusclen that "the situcticn was simply 
horrible." Ho reletec how the bodies wor: thrown into a cistern, so that 
he could nut see them, but tart sthur bedics were ly ng crsund, and many 
houses were destroyed. He relatec that he found ca Arsb cirl of six 
still living under «: pile of bodies, uic thet he tork her to a hospital. 


The Jewish AGLUCY, wits its usual hypocrisy ane vith the inter- 
ticn of throwing cuct ii: che eyes .1 the viirlc, issued < st:tement ex- 
pressing “its Horror cue disgust ct the borbarous manncr in which this 
action wes e-rries uti" But tws diys later, the Jewish cdcily newspaper 
"Henasnkif," ;cvuthpicce of ths Jeviizh terrorist eancs, lifted the curtain 
te reverl the true facts, stating that the Irgunists hed declared that 
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the Hagenah was cware beforehand of the Irgunists' plan drawn up for 
Deir Yasin anc that the Haganah commander had been made acquzinted by 
the commender of the operations with these plans. 


14 April, 1948 - MASSACRE CF NASR EL DIN VILLAGE - TIBERIAS 


A large group of Irsunists and Sternists cttacked the village 
of Nasr El Din in the Tiberics district, only to repeat the blood- 
thirsty massacre that iad been committed by the same Zionist gangsters 
at Deir Yasin. In the early hours of the morning, while the villagers 
were pceecefully aslec> in their homes, the Zionist gangs cashed into 
the village, attrcking with hand grenzdes and machine-gun fire defense- 
less women anc children. The majority of the families in the village 
wos made up of vromen 2ud children who could not, by any stretch of 
mind, be consiccred as capeble of cerrying arms to defend themselves. 
In spite of that, the Zionist - rlerers subjected them to heavy fire. 
Only forty wormer. cud chilcren wiooged to escipe and tuke refuge in a 
nearby villag:. 


May, 1948 - UASSICRE OF BEIT ELKOURT VILLAG 


& large group of Hagcnah terrericts attucized Arub villages 
located on the banks of the Jorden River necr . place known as Beit 
El Khouri. The terrorists fired their autometic cums at the defense- 
less end terrificd villagers. Tons os villagers were killed in cold 
blood and huncreds were seriously wounded. This wes nct all. In 
their Nazi manncr Huganuzh gangstcrs killed women and children, dis- 
figuring them ia the most repulsive anc sickening wanner. Then the 
blood-thirsty murderers beheaded some of the old aud infirm persons and 
amputated their hancs cond legs. They took the young men of the village, 
pocked them iito c house, poured gusoline oa it audi set it on fire. 
The remaining old persons were driven to the scene of the crematory 
and were tclc t» g> to their brethren in the Arab vorld cnd tell them 
what they hal scen, aud see if they dere come to their aid. Some of 
the villagers who escuped the Zionist terrors mannged to svim across 
the river to the Syrian frontier. 


6 Mey, 1948 - WAGS CRE OF CIVILIANS AuD sEFUGEES 


Jewish forces made an offensive on Arab villcges i. the vicinity 
of Tiberies. They blew up the Gersnran monastery located om the shore of 
Leke Tibcrias, with three monks residing in it. At the sime time Jewish 
forces attackel] the defcnseless Arab civiliun population of Eighaweer 
ond Samakh. &é Jewish scouting plan directzed Huguirah to the position 
where Arab rcfugecs were concentrated. The latter than attacked these 
civili:cn refugces, inflicting heavy cosu:lties on tasse trying to escepe 
by boat; many othcre were drewned when their boats capsized. 


6 ilny, 1 





In El-Scytoun village (Safad district) Jews packed women, 
children end olu pecpie into the village wosque and blew it up on the 
headg cf those innocent victims. 


7 ilay, 1948 - VITLACGERS SLAIN 

Zionis+ patrols ermed with automatics forced three of the 
villagers cf Al-Kabry - Uohammed Uottsr, Nicmer abcd El Rahman Al Akbar, 
Makl=b Abi Aziz, into the hut of Ali iichumace Fl-Kadi, aged s.venty, end 
sleughtcred exch of them like sheep acrocs the knce cf the old man. 


1943 - iigSSACRE OF BEIT DanRAG VILLAGE 





13 Ha 





In their otteck on Beit Derres villuge situcted in the Gaza 
caistrict, the Zicnist murdercrs fvund only children, wouen, elderly and 
infira pers:ne. Immcciately tney ctartec killing all <2 them, butcner- 
ing the «omen, sume of whom were pregnant. The Zionist butchers indulged 
in cisfiguring +h tAies -f the cidcrly men. after losting all the 
household furniuur: ante the provisions left in the village, Zionist 
terrorists cubarkeu wu a systematic plan cl bicsting the lergest houses 

. 
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JEWS ORT TO BACTERIOLOGICAL WARFARE 


The present population of Jews in Palestine come mainly from 
Eastern Europe. A great many of them cre irrelizious, godless and 
ruthless Communists. They conspire and czrry oa their acewession ina 
hateful, fanctic and vengeful manner. These Jee recogmire no code @ 
ethics and honor, nor international convention. They wish to realize 
their immoral end illegal agercssion at any ccst to theig ovponcrts. 





For several yeers tue Zionists a2ave planned and provered for 
e use of bacteriolczic:1 warfare. To tnat end they se~ up laboratories 
in Pelestine. The Jews plen to use this irhuman wecpon a;ainst the Arabs 
in the ifidéle East in their var of uxterminition. When cholcra brcke 

out in Egypt in November 2947, anc in Syricn villages on the Palestine- 
Syric borders about Februcry 1948, there wos some, but not conclusive, 
evidence that Zionists were responsible for the outbreak of this plague. 








On Janucry 12, 1948 Leon Pearson reported from Paris via N.B.C., 
New York, that "the Jewish unacrground is preparing to luunch becterio- 
logical warfare igoinst the Arabs." This fact was clso ccnfirmd by a 
Christien Americ.n citizen wie acd ettended a dinner in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil in Februzry, 1948, given ly the Zionist Revisionist Orgenization 
under the chairmanship of Prefessor Heller, in honor of c visiting guest 
introduced es Cuptzin Zvi Kolitz from Pelestine ond as an officer of the 
Irgun Zvai Lewmi. Cap%cin Kolitz hes been featured recently as a guest 
speaker in meetings in Nei’ York sponsored by Irgun groups. at the end 
of his speech Capt-in Kolitz scic, "I_knov fer sure thut we are going to 
employ bacteriologicc] warfare when the British pull out. ‘ie ncve no 
allies, and chclera is no doubt c good ally. We sioll bring cholera 
microbes to Cairo, to Bazhaad, tu Dumascus 2nd tc amman, one in view of 
the hygienic conditions in the sreb stetcs this woupon mey be of decisive 
importance." Captain Nolitz further cssertcce thet Jewish scientists ure 
already preparing bacteriological bombs and that hundreds of chclera- 
stricken mice are being xept for experiwents in speci::l labor2tcries in 
Palestine. 








Further conclusive evidence of bacteriological warfcre by the 
Jews was affordec by the capture of four Zionists by the Egyptian Army, 
two on the 26th cnd to on the 28th of Mey, 1948. Thcy were cought while 
infecting artesian wells around Gaza vith these disease-producing germs. 
These atrocities are revealed in a communique issucd by the Feyptian 
Ministry of Defense on May 29, 1948, which states: 


"The Egypticn forces captured tio Zionists while 
attempting to infect artesian wells arcund Goze with 
poiscnous germs. BSoth have admitted the purpose of 
their mission. Several bottles were found in their 
possession containing a liquid «hich «sas disc-verca to 
ccntuin the germs of dysentery and typhoid. Tio other 
men wcre also arrested while standing necr unother vell. 
One of them admitted being a Zionist, while the other 
refused to revel his identity. They had in their 
possession ciuctner canteen containing a liquid with co 
high corcentraticn of typhoid and dysentery germs. The 
Egyntian Commend took immedi:te and precautionary stens 
tu protect the health of the Feyptian forces aud the 
people living in the neighborhood by iuspccting all the 
wells in the aren. Egyptian chemists wre brought cver 
to test samples of the various wells. In the meamsnile 
all the seater for the army was brcougnt from El-srish 
ond Rafch. The results of the tests nave siacas thet 
the water of the various vells is still fit fur drinkx- 
ing with the exception of the tw: where the Zisnist 
Spies vere fund loitering. Orders were given to close 
both inn suiavely ” 


The Egyrtinn Government relecsec the text of an cumission 
to the Egyptian army .uthorities by o1.c of the men arrested. The 
following is <n cccurste transletion -f the confession, the original 
of which is in liebrev: 


el ca 


"I, Izra G. Odeen, from the towm of Tel Aviv, wos 
ordered by the commander Hloshe who geve me a canteen 
full of typhus cnd dysentery germs te pour it in a well 
containing water." 


These facts were repcrted by the Egyptian Foreign Winister to the 
Secretary General of the Unitcd Nations in 2 cadle dated the 27th of 
May, 1948, which reads as follows: 


"I have the honour to bring the following text to 
your notice: On 26 May the Egyptien Authorities arrested 
two Zionist agents at Gaza wh. admitted that they had been 
instructed by the Cowmander of the Jewish colony of Dehrot 
tec contaminate the springs from which the Egyptian troops 
at Gaza drai; their water supply, and thct they had actually 
drepped typhoid anc dysentery germs into the wells lying 
to the ecst of tnt - _ the Eexypticn authorities possess 
the written edmissicn ui ticir octs ani will immeciate 
commuricute it to the Internstivucl Red Cross. These fucts 
only confirm once again that the .rmics of the Arab States 
are not fighting regular forces in Polestine whose conduct 
conforms to the law of nutiens, but terrcrist bands respect- 
ing neither law nor religivn. In expcsing these facts before 
the conscience of tne civilized world the Ruyol Government of 
Egypt is convinced thet the goverrments signaturies to the 


ctocol sr 17 June, Lise. c ncerning the. prohibit don 
of the use asphymactir, 
bacteriologicei mc-theds in viarfare wild join it condean- 
mctheds which SaetleuEa: a EOP of 2 I 
universally recoguizid us part and parccl cf international 
wand « criminzi infringemont of the moral code of pe 


and of intern.tionel useage. 


(Signed) MINISTER OF FOREIGN sFFAIRS 
OF THE XINGDOd CF EGYPT" 














DESECRATION AND DESTRUCTION OF HOLY PLACES 


"It aprpeurs cleirly that the condition -f tne 

Christians in the Holy Land hus net beep bettered, but 
worsened. The Christian name hzs been degraded for the 
benefit of the Jews. We see with sorrow the Christian 

Holy Places being seculerized and transformed into houses 

of worldly pleasure, inviting men to bodily voluptuousness 
which, c.ndcmnable everywhere, are especially condemnable 

on the spots where rise the august monuments of cur religicn." 


When Pope Benudict XV made the abeve statement on June 13, 1921, 
little did the Christian «sorld realize the full implication of His Holi- 
ness' condemncti.n. His Holiness’ words vere prophetic. 


In 1920 the angliczn Bishop of Jeruselem gave the world a similar 
warning when he exposed the malici:us intentions of the Zionists. In an 
address te the Church House, London, the Bishcp stated: 


"In ordinsry conversaticn among Zicnists at 
Verusclenm it had been asked, ‘Wheat shall be done with 
the Church of the Holy Gepylehre? Shall it be burned 
or razed to the ground?!" j 


Since hostilities startec in Falustine in Novembcr 1947; the 
Zionists have Jcliberstcly Cesecratel, camagec oud wcstroyed many of the 
sacred Christicn cnc Moslen doly Fl.ces, chrincs ent institutions. 


l. See Parlicsnentary Debctes, House of Loris, 29 Junc, 1920, 
Hensare Vol. 40, No. 52 
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The commission of these szcrilegious crimes by the Zionists was 
confirmed in c manifesto issuec by the Union of Christian Churches in 
Palestine, as statec in an Associztec Press ccble published in The New 
York Times of June 1, 1948. The Unicn of Christian Churches consists of 
the following: 


Orthodox Patriarchate 

Latin Patriarchate 

Armenian Orthodox Fatriarchate 

Custocizn ce Terre sencta 

Coptic P:.trizrchate 

Vicar of the Melkite (Catholic) Patrizrchate 
Metropolitzn of the Syriac Orthoccex Com-zunity 
Vicar of the Armenian Catholie Patriarch=te 
Arab Evangclicel Episcopel Community 

Vicer of the Syrince Catholic Patrixurch=te 
Ared Lutheran Community in Palestine 


This reliczble <nc impertiai body, representing oll Christion 
churches cnc denominctions in Pulestine, complzines th:t the Jewish 
forces hac used ten Christian religious inc humenitcricn institutions 
in Jerusclem as military beses anc that fourtcen institutions in the 
Holy City were Jestrcyed or ccmaged by shcllfirc. Three priests were 
killed, two wounded un? more than 100 women ani children and other non- 
combatants have become casucltiss insice Jcruscsica since the Jevs began 
the cttack. The manifesto cvers: 


"He can state that ths lnrgest part of the shells 
falling on the Holy Sepulchre cnc on churches, convents 
and Christian institutions (as listed by the committee) 
are of Jewish crigin....... 


The canifesto continued: 


"We declare it the truth, and an vbjeotive fact, 
when we add: The arabs have stated they respccted the 
holy pleces, the churches, the ccnvents anc the Red 
Cross institutions. In f.ct they have respected them 
up to tlie present tine." 


The st .tement, accressec te religious anc political-authori- 
ties throughout the world, scdes: 

"From whet hes taxen place it appecrs: 

I, Thet it wus the Jaws who began on the merning of Satur- 
aay, ley 15, to cccupy by armed force the Convent of 
Notre Dame cu France, the secemptionist Sisters and 
the French Hospitzl, which they fortifiec and fron 
which they began ts rire on the Holy City. 


“WTI, Thet they cccupicd likewise, on Motnt Zion, the 
Mcnustery ot the German Benccictine Fathers and two 
convents .f the Holy Trinity anc Saint George, be- 
longing to the Greek Orthodox Church, which served 
for military oper.tions anc from which they fired on 
the City of Jerusalem. They occupy tocay builuings 
which fly flcgs of the Holy Sec, of France, of the 
Holy Sepulchre and cf the International Rea Cross." 


The manifests included the follsing list vf institutions 
fron which Jews cirected thir fire on the Holy City:" 


"1, The Orthocox Greek Convent of St. Ge rge, us well as 
port of tho armenian Orthocux Convent, sccupicc by 
Jor daz lhe 

"2. The Convent of Notre Dene .o France,  ccuplied iiey 15, 
fortifie® ani uece « principal base sf attack cn the 
Holy City. : 


"3. 


", 


m5, 


"6, 


"7. 


"8s. 


a a 


The Convent of the Redenpticnist Sisters, cccupicd 
May 15 end emnloyed in tke same uanner 23 Notre Dame. 


The French Hospital, which the Jews cecupied nili- 
arily in spits uf the presence cf the Sisters cf 
St. Joseph cad tacir petierts anc regareless of the 


Red Cross flzg flying srom its steff{. 


The Itelian Hcsoital, which tre International Red 
Cross plzcce imcs2 its protection ilky 35. A force 
of armaa dews o-cuzie? the seespital, “eon duim the 
Red Cx iss ting avd weisel taecir cwn fleg ia cpite 


of protests sf tne Italian Censul. They usec ter- 
races as gun emplacements. 


The apostolic deleg:.ticn buildiug, protected by the 
flag of the Hcly Sce. 


The Moucstery o. tue Geruan Benedictine Fathers, 
occupicd lay 18 anc used ty Jews as a strategic 
position and one of thcir principal buses for 
firing against the Holy City. 


The English School cf Mount Zion and the Grcek 
Orthcdox Convent of St. John, oceupicd Mey 15. 


"The manifesto charged that some Israeli righters fired 
shells from the Hebrew University and Hadasscth Hespits1 on Mount Scopus 
and also from two lurge synagcgucs in the Old City, wiich Areb forces 
eventunlly cemclished. 


"Jt said thet the following institutisus hel been hit by snell- 
fire anc that tn-se seized by Jews hac been shelle! subsequently by 


Arab forces: 


wy 


"2, 


"3. 


"4. 


"5, 


"6, 


Ole 


The Conven’s cf Notre Dame, a larse vart of vwiaich 
was cestroyed following the occunutisn by Jews. 


The Regernptisnist Couveut, which Jews ccstroyce and 
partly burnid. 


The Gerion Benedictine Monestery, of which the tower 
and church had been daucged fullewing the Jewish occu- 
pation. 


The Sewiuery of St. Anne (inside Arcb Jines of the Old 
City), which reccived tw: shells, One May 17 and the 
second iay 19, destrcying walls and wounding re-ugces. 


The Church of Sts. Constintine and Helena, near the 
Church cf the Holy Sepnichre, which were Camaged by a 
shell, the bi: st striking the dome of the Holy Sepulchre, 
iey 17. 


The court of the Orthodcx Syrian Church cf St. liark, 
which reccived 2 shell kay 16 that kilicd Fother Pierre 
Somi, sccreti.ry to the Bishop, and wounded two persons. 


The Orth:cdox Creek Convent of Si. Ueorge, next ts the 
Greck Cuthclic Cathedral, which May 18 received a shell 
which Froke the convent roof ties anu damaped wincows 
ef the cuthecral. 


"(Point & was wicsing in tranasmissicn.)" 


"9. 


The Convent cf the Archangel cf the Orthcdox Supis, lecated 
over the Grott. of the H ly Cross, which is port of the 
Holy Geupulchre. It was struck ty « shell und camagec 


-9- 


"10. The Convent of the Orthodox Copts received a shell 
Mey 24 which wounded s mc refugees. 


"ll. The large donustery cf the Frqncisern Fathers, situ- 
ated necr the Koly Sepulchre, was hit by shells ifay 
19, 23 and 24. The orphanage, convent court cnd 
general secretarict «were cam:iged. Meny children 
were killed or wounded. 


"12. The Latin petriarchuts: received shells May 23, 26, 
27 anc 28. The environs were dawaged ond mony were 
wounced. 


"13. The Greck Catholic petriarchate received shells at 
its entrance ey 16 cnt 29. Buildings were dameged and 
people were wounded. 


4. The Orthodox srmenicn Convent wes hit by over 100 
shells fired ty Jew from the Benedictine Monastery 
on Mount Zion. Fizit of the refugees in the convent 
were kills and «bout 120 wounded." 


DAMAGE TO JEWISH HOLY PLACES: C 


On the 13th of July, 1948 the Acting United States Representa- 
tive at the Security Council trenemittcl to the Secretary General of the 
United Naticns -. cible Gated 12th July, sent cy the Chairman of the 
Palestine Truce Cowmission. This cable is very significunt beceuse it 
revecls the evii intentions cf the Jevs towards the Christian and Moslen 
Holy Pleces and that they cre prepering for a uajor assault for mass 
destruction of the Old Holy City of Jerusalem. The cable follows: 


MWe observe that in Jerusa lath Jews appear to be 82S 
inclineced to ignerc the acst ats 


piewen rules of international 
war. FolJowing corte atisaet to seize Kinz D:vid Hotel 
Thursdsy al urine the ciase-fire period, some of their 
forces tried Inst nisnt tc ocsupy the Pontifical and bibli- 
cal ae bropsrty of the Holy Sce. Cnly due to last 


utc intervention bv the French Consul General were th 













"Stressing thet the Christian wurll scemed to be almost in- 

a@ifferent to shelling Jerusalem by the Arab Legion before 

the truce, Jews bocst thet it woulc net take them more 4% 

a fortnight te concucr the whole city, nine-tenths of which 

they hole nireucy. If they don't cloim Jerusulen yet as 

— Capitcl City cf their stcte, it will ne dcubt be an 
scentical instrument for bargaining curing peace negetia- 


ticen.? 


Further proof of Jewish malice agzinst Christian sanctucries 
ds offered in an Aps-cinted Press cable from Jerusalem, dzted July 16, 
1948, published in the American press, which scid: 


"Franciscan monks reported today thet 2 aurter shell 
landed ne-r the dosrwny of the Church of tine Holy 
Sepulchre on Wednescay night, breaking the old strined 
gloss Windows of the Franks Chapel. ' 


"Shells clso were reported t bo hinve stm acl near the Virgin's 
tomb udjacent, t: the Garccn of Getheeizcde, and in the 
vicinity of the Do:zsinus Flevit Ci.pel, which ucrks the 
traditicn:l site of the Mount of ative :3 there Jesus wept 
for Jcrusalen." ; 


+ 


Or. the 18th of July the Delegsti-n of The arcb Yieher Committee 
received the following ccble fro The Arto Higher Couittee Headquirters 


in Cairo: . 
‘ 
' 
) 
‘ 


ce 


“Jews strongly shelled the Moslem and Christicn Holy Places 
in Jerusalem. The Westcrn Grte of the Dome of the Rock 
was seriously camaged. A six-inch bomb exploded inside 
demolishing the monumental wincows in inc sround the Dome. 
The dome itself was strongly hit. A six-inch fire bomb 
explodec inside Al-Aqsc - fortunctely no dawage. Forty 
bombs exploded in the Heram area, three others in the 
Holy Sepulchre square ccusing dauages. St. James Church 
in the vicinity wos damaged heavily. Other uosques were 
also danzged." 


Jews cloinid thet Arcbs dameged Jewish synrgogues in the Old 
City of Jerusalcn. It is true that twe synagogues in the Old City were 
destroyed. But this was done in actucl bettle cfter Jews made of these 
synagogues crscnels cnd fortresses from which they fought Arab forces. 
If Jews have no respect even for the sanctity of their own Holy Places 
and desecrate them by usiug then as military bases, they cannot complain 
of their destry ~—y in battle. 


This is quite ciffercnt frm their outrageous attacks on the 
Christian and Moslem Holy Pl-ces thich they deliberately desecrcted. 


ACTS OF TORTURE, MALTREATMENT AND FORCED LABOR 
AGAINST ARAB CIVILIAN PRISONERS AND HOSTAGES 


The following are a few of many incidents cf murder, torture, 
mutilation, etc., showing Jewish brut-lity in Palestine: 


On the afternoon of Sunday, April 18, 1948, bcdics of cight 
Arab young men were discoverec on Mount Ccruel, halfway between Alhouzad, 
Jewish settlement, and Kubaibeh. They were taken to the Government 
Hospital at Haifce. The bocies of these victins were founc uisfigured and 
mutilated beyond recognition. The hands ani lcgs of scae were cmputeted, 
end their heads battercd with heavy stones. Investigction shcwed that 
the victins were laborers working fcr a steel company, who were kidnapped 
by Jews while walking along the harbor rozd in Haifc. 


Two days loter, i.e. on April 20, 1948, thirteen other bedies 
of ycung Arab men were found with their noses cut off, their eyes plucked 
out, and sone beheaded. 


In Haifc an Iraqi prisoner was fcund crucificd, tied with ropes, 
and his body branded with h-t irons. 


When Safad fell into Jewish hands, most arabs who stuyed behind 
were either too old to uncerge the strenuous jcurney, or infirm men and 
women and children. The Jews treated then with extreme barberity. When 
over one huncred expressed the wish to leave tne tom, they were herded 
into trucks and taken to the Lebanese birder and left in a remote place 
under the heavy rain. They had to walk nore than two and 2. half hours 
on muddy and rugged reads until they conc to the nearest Arab villege. 
Among these people «ics a nincty-three-yecr-old and highly respected 
not2ble, Mohammed Salin Shaume, who was Meycr of S-fac for many yeors 
during the Trukish cnc British regines. He testified to the details of 
these brutalitics, and relcted how he and his aged wife and others were 
insulted and beaten by Jews, who rcbbed hia of his pockct watch, his 
golc rings and these of his :/ife. 


Jess excecded the linits of their audacity by putting civilian 
uien and women t> forced labor. In Acre sri its neighborhood, irab 
civiliens were forced at beyonet point t» work as slaves from morn to 
eve, digging trenches anc building cefense lines of fortifications ex- 
tending from the Acre railway station to the end of the Acre-Beirut road. 


The suffering of the civilian inh:abitcnts of Jaffa was described 
in a cable dated June 19, 1948, sent by the idycr of Juff2 to the Presi- 
dent of the Security Council, which strtes: 


= eee 


"Zionists controlling the Arab spen city of Jaffe plunder 
all contents. They have not supplied ford to the five 
thousanc remaining inhebitants contrary to the tcrus. 
They impostd forced Icbour even on wouen. They forced 
prisoners at Umm Kheled to dig trenches, exposirg then 
to shooting. They shot at women recpers rnecr Tulkcrn 
preventing harvesting. We put this on recore and cwait 
innedizte ection." 


Furthericre, sore cf the Arab notebles in Jaff- ore being 
huniliated in the u»st unprecedented manner. Nicola Seba, a Christian 
Areb and a bigh governaent officer, was teken as 2 Lestage together with 
Harbi El-Ayubi, « lcsler: Arab notable, ant? are being worked cs sweepers 
on the Jaffa-Tcl iviv read. 


The Jerusalem Jews have teken ond kept c gre:t number of Areb 
hostages includiny women and ckhilcren - most of them Christian Arabs of 
the best families. Jews nave forced soue cf them to do the nost degrad- 
ing work. Among these were: Dr. Ibrehin George, . Christian, the nost 
famous dentist in Jerus-leii; Mire. Shukri Decb, 1 Christian lady of etand- 
ing anong Arab wouen onc in nutivnal circles; Mr. Aziz Saba, a well-known 
Christian inporter; Iskundar Scba, uw Christian. Tar-se and the r wives 
are all hcstages, being put to work daily carrying wetcr on their backs 
frou the Arab quarters ty the Jewish quarters in Jerusulen. Dr. Wadi 
Itayen, a Christian and a high-grade officer in the Depertnent of Health 
in Jerusclen, was also forced to carry water on his tack. He was over- 
worked and maltreated, and as a result died. 


MALICIOUS DESTRUCTION OF ARAB PROPERTY 





In discussing destruction of property we Jo aot mean Janage done 
in actual fighting, cue t: shelling or bonbardnent. This is something to 
be expected in every war. Wheat we ucean in this connection is molicious 
destruction of Arab property in towns snd villages after their occupation 
by the Jews, as a part of a cold, economic wirfare, with a view to destroy- 
ing arab wealth and uttcrly Ceouclishing many Arab cities and villages. 


This wilful ruin of property wes carriec out by Jews in Arab 
Jaffa, Haifa, Safac end Tidcrics. ‘These crimes were at their worst in 
Jaffa. After its Areb inhsbitants deserted thot t-wn, Jews of Tel Aviv 
marked out the biggest “nd most modern buildings, including dwellings, 
business houses, cinemas ci.d other institutions, and razed them to the 
ground. 


On April 17 Jows attacked the village of Biyar Addas, which a 
long tine before had been evacuated by its inhabitants, reslizing that 
they were exposed tc inminent Jewish denger. In spite of this, all the 
houses and the mosque itself were blasted. Jeiis uls. destroyed oll 
artesian wells ond irrigation installeti-ns in the village orange proves, 
thus making it impossible to irrigate the Jand. 


On the sane cay Jews cttacked the village cof Mansoura, of the 
Rarleh sub-district. As Jews found the village ccscrtcd by its inhabi- 
tants, they dynamited end wreckec every house in the village. This was 
followed by levelling of th. founcatisns of heuses and village plantations 
with bulldozers. 


On Mey 7, 1948, Jews cttockcd the villnge =f Alkcbri. All its 


civilian popul-tion that were ccught were uessacred. Jews demolished in 
thet village 260 out of its 3CO houzes. 


CHIVALROUS ARAB POLICY: A CONTRACT 


On March 30, 1948, the Chcirmon :f The arnb Higher Committee 
for Pslestine issued a statement in which he Ceclured the Arab policy 
in the face of Jewish atrocities: 


ne 


"Foreseeing the outbursts anc uprisings which vould 
result froma the reconnendation of the Geners1 AsseniLly to 
partition our country, ond in the face of the most out- 
rageous provocetions committed by Jews cgainst Arabs, the 
Arab Higher Committee on tivo vecasions issued procl: mations 
to the Arabs of Palestine urging ther: tc exercise every 
possibl: care in the defense and protection of cll foreign 
consulates - their buildings and st<ffs - against oll acts 
of aggression, and thet all diplomatic representatives should 
be trcatcd with the greatest respect anc considcerctivn in 
accordance with thcir diplomatic imuunities. They were also 
urged not to nulest neutral, peace-abiding foreign residents, 
but t. cfford then prctecticn, t: refrain, as they were wont 

» dv, from all acts of violence agvinst huspitals and cther 
meCicel cnd health institutions, an2 from showing any sign 
of hostility to their ductors, nurses, or other newbers of 
their staffs, and never to interfere with the free novenent 
of Rec Cress 2nd Red Star anbulances or those of any other 
necdicsl institution or benevolent cssceciation. They were 
reminded of their inherited treditions not t». harm or attack 
defenseless woiien or children; to afford all protection to 
wouen anc children, the «god and the sick, and that they 
shall not xttxck the howes snd Jwellingse of peaceful citi- 
zens, but tu restrict thcir opercticns to repelling the 
unprovoked aggression of the Zionist invaders. It is also 
urged on all arabs fighting for the liberation of their 
honeland tu refrain froma killing Jewish captives or wounded 
men or wWonen; «ni t. give then 211 human crre and cid in 
accordsnce with the cetcpted international conventions... 


"In spits cf Jewish outregeous provoe:tions, we Arabs 

of Polestine declare that, in accordance with cur traditions, 
we shell excrcise every effort ty keep our noble struggle on 

a higher plane. Therefors, I exhort the noble ar-b people to 
miintein their self-control und restraint, 2nc not to cescend 
to the abysral dspths of degracution into which the Zionists 

have sunk, but to uphllc the sloricus Arabs iceals and their 

heritage of chivalry." 


On the 14th of Mcy the Political Comittee of the arab League 
issued 2 ccmmnigue st~ting: 


"The Jews in Palestine neve committed the nost h-rrible crimes. 
They have violated war conventions and the internationally accepted 
customs in the conduct cf military operations, «nd have disregcrded the 
-elenentary principles -f hunvur cnd huwenity." "On the other hand," 


the er ec sie penens “ie SES in their struggle cgainst the Jews 


en. desire to Lointein their 












tga horrible 2trocitics of the Jews, the polities! Comuittes calls 


upon sll Arabs to maintain thcir traditions and not retaliate with 


savage acts." 


The following cre only c few cf many incicents showing the 
chivalrous aAreb attitude in contrast tu Jewish atrvocitics: 


When Fawzi Pasha Kawukji, comuicnder of the Arab Liberation arny, 
eee hiishoor Hocndek, Jewis asked for 2. short truce in crder to rerove 
omen, children and old wen. The arab corunnder c-nsentec, cnc scveral 
teases left tne settlenent loaded with wouen and children and old pe>ple. 


When the Arab Legion conquered Mfar Taion settlerents, they 
cuptured many prisoners, among whon there wore fifty women terr:rists. 
H. M. King Abdulich crderec that these wouen shoulc be released through 

‘the Rel Cross, saying: "We shall avenge Deir Yesin imssacre not cgainst 


’ Jowish vouen, but sgainst Jevish nen." 
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When the Arab Legicn occupied Kelieh, c Jewish settlenent on 
the Dead Sea, < Bedouin Arcb was catight teking exttle omedc by Jews. 
He was innecictely arrestec, tried ond imprisoned. 


Whenever Jewish wounced fall prisoners in Arab hands, they are 
inmediately taken to Arab hospit:ls where they are treated and attended 
by Arab doctors and nurses. There ire at present huncreds of Jewish 
wounded in Arab hospitils. On the other hand, not a single Arab wounded 
is in Jewish hospit~ls. henever an Arab falls into Jewish hancs, he is 
dumediately killcc =<nd disposed of, 


When the Arab crmies entered Palestine they vehaved towards the 
civilian Jewish populction in the most honcrable and humane manner. They 
protected Jewish-ov;nec buildings, installations cand propertics. The 
Arab Legion, for exemple, forbade <]l persons to loiter around the in- 
stallations 2nc property of the Jewish-controlled and owned Potash Company 
on the Dead Sea. 


The occupation of the Jewish quarter in the Old City of Jerusalen 
will renain an example cf the honorable behavior of the arab forces. About 
300 Jewish coubatents and sbout 1500 old nen, wouen anc chilcren surrerder- 
ed there. The men were tcken to = prisoncr-of-var caup and the women and 
children were turned over on the sput to the Red Cross authorities cand the 
United Nations representatives fur sofe conduct to the Jewish community 
in Jerusalem. Not « single Jew was harned after this surrencer. Arab 
soldicrse cerried the wounded Jews - olc men, woiicn end children - and 
removed them to places from which they could be transferred to the Red 
Cross cuthcritics. 


An Associated Press cable, published on May 29, stctes: "The 
Arabs went quickly about the task of removing the Jews from the Old City 
today. More then 1500 civilicns, women, children and cld sen, left the 
walled orca." The cable continued: "Legionnaires helped nure than 150 
Israeli wounded to the safety of an Arvenian Quarter school fron the 
Jewish military hospital." A Srriss officiel of the Internaticnal Red 
Cross conmicnded the conduct of Kins Abdullah's soldiers, saying: "They 
carried old w.men in their -.rms to the Zion Gcete." 


Dr. Pablo de Azcarate, the United Netisns Representative who ws 
present when evacuation took place, was quoted ty ii. Pierre Dubar, corre- 
sponcent of the Puris Fiynro as saying: "I have seen everything. Nothing 
was done against the ruies or conventions. The fire which started in the 
Jewish Quarter was accidental, I have not seen ome Arcb soldier Icy his 
hand on any Jewish property in thet Quarter. I have sccn an areb soldier 
consoling un old Jewess whe was crying for veins lert behind by her fanily." 
M. Dulsr reported further that he visited the Jerish -:oundec in the 
Aruenian Patriarchate - numbering about 180. "They tld nme," he said, 
"thet arabs treated thom very nicely. When tire started in the Jewish 
Quarter the Arabs did their best to put it out and speed evacuation." 
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INTRODUCTION 


The Facts of the Palestine Case 


Palestine is an Arab country and has been so for the last 13 centuries. It is an integral part of 
the Arab world. 


In 1914 Palestine, together with Lebanon, Syria, Transjordan, Iraq and Saudi Arabi, was part 
of the Ottoman Empire. 


In 1915, in pursuance of their struggle for secession and complete independence, Arabs fought 
against the Turks on the side of the Allies. 


In 1918, the British Army, with the help and cooperation of Arabs outside and inside Palestine, occu- 
pied the territory now known as Palestine. 


In 1919, in accordance with Article 22 of the Covenant of the League of Nations, a special regime was 
devised which provided that certain countries were to be placed under a mandatory system. A special 
paragraph was inserted in that Article to cover the position of the peoples living in Syria, Lebanon, Pales- 
tine and Iraq. The paragraph runs as follows: 

“Certain communities formerly belonging to the Turkish Empire have reached a stage of develop- 
ment where their existence as independent nations can be provisionally recognized subject to the 
rendering of administrative advice and assistance by a mandatory until such time as they are able to 
stand alone.” 


The population of Palestine in 1919 was composed of 93% Arabs, and 7% Jews. 


In 1920 Great Britain was appointed as the mandatory power over Palestine in order to lead the 
country to complete independence. 


In 1922 the draft of the Palestine mandate was prepared by Anglo-Zionist authorities in a way incon- 
sistent with the aforesaid principle of mandates. They inserted in it the Balfour Declaration, whereby 
Great Britain announced that its government viewed with favor the establishment of a national home for 
the Jews in Palestine without prejudice to the civil and religious rights of the inhabitants of that country. 


For 30 years Britain administered Palestine as a Crown colony, deprived of any trace of selt-govern- 
ment. Instead of leading Palestine to independence, Great Britain put the country under political, admin- 
istrative and economic conditions favorable to the creation of a Jewish national home. Consequently the 
Jewish population in Palestine increased from 52,000 in 1917 to 700,000 in 1947. 


Britain suppressed the Arab national movement, exiled Arab leaders, put in concentration camps 
thousands of Arabs, enacted coercive laws and adopted severe measures to crush Arab resistance to Jewish 
immigration and to the Zionist policy adopted in Palestine. 


While keeping the Arabs in Palestine defenseless and unarmed, Great Britain armed the Jews and 
acquiesced in their smuggling and acquiring of arms and ammunition. With Great Britain's tacit knowl- 
edge, Jews put up military fortifications in their towns and villages. While banning any form of Arab 
military training, Great Britain allowed Hagana units to be formed and shut its eyes to the vast military 
training and preparations made by Jews. 


Since 1945 the Jews openly challenged the authority of the Mandatory Power by invadinz Palestine 
with thousands of illegal immigrants. When Great Britain started to exercise control over the flow of 
Jewish immigration, Jews revolted against the Mandatory. Jewish gangs, financed by funds raised in the 
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@.... States and aided by the whole Jewish community in Palestine, committed the most outrageous 
crimes against both the Arabs and the British. 


In 1947 Britain threw the question of Palestine into the lap of the United Nations for a final peace- 
ful settlement. 


On the 29th of November, 1947, the General Assembly under very strong pressure by the United 
States, recommended in a resolution the partition of Palestine into an Arab State and a Jewish State, with 
economic union. 


The said resolution was not a decision of the United Nations; it was a recommendation under Article 
10 of the Charter. It was addressed to the Mandatory Power, to the Security Council and to the people 


of Palestine. 


On the 30th of November (one day after adoption of the partition resolution) the Arabs of Palestine 
rose in self-defense against partition which deprived them of the greater and better part of their country. 
The Jews, on the other hand, committed the most atrocious crimes. They bombed and destroyed Arab 
dwellings, murdered innocent and defenseless old men, women and children, as in Deir Yasin, committed 
acts of sacrilege against churches and mosques, as attested to by all Christian religious authorities. These 
perpetrations caused 300,000 Arabs to leave their homes and belongings and take refuge in adjacent Arab 
countries. 


The overwhelming majority of the people of Palestine—namely the 1,300,000 Arabs—refused to accept 
the recommendation to partition Palestine. The Mandatory Power, too, refused to take any part in the 
implementation of the partition scheme. The Security Council, after debating the implementation of the 
said scheme, refused to accept it on the ground that its implementation could not be effected peacefully. 
The Security Council has no legal authority under the Charter to implement the partition resolution by 
force. Consequently the Security Council pursued the course of a peaceful settlement by endeavouring to 
effect first a truce, then a peaceful and just settlement. 


The Security Council, after several consultations with Jews and Arabs, started to study a Colombian 
proposal for a truce in Palestine, which was adopted with modifications on the 19th of April. The Arabs 
accepted this truce and the Zionists rejected it. 

On the Ist of May, 1948, and after the adoption of this cease-fire resolution, the Jews attacked the 
Katamon Arab quarter in Jerusalem. 


In the meantime the Truce Commission was negotiating with the Arabs and Jews for an effective 
truce in Jerusalem. The British Higher Commissioner for Palestine also took an active part in these nego- 
tiations. On the 5th of May, an Arab delegation headed by the Secretary General of the Arab League met 
with the Truce Commission. On the 8th of May the said Arab delegation met with the former British 
High Commissioner of Palestine in Jericho. The Arab delegation agreed with the British High Com- 
missioner and the Truce Commission to have a cease-fire in Jerusalem, and consequently the Arabs ceased 
fire on the 9th of May. On the 12th of May the High Commissioner communicated to the Arabs the 
truce conditions concerning Jerusalem, which the Arabs accepted unconditionally. On the 14th of May 
the Jews broke the truce and attacked the Old City of Jerusalem and engaged the Arabs in fierce fight- 
ing, exposing the Holy Places to immeasurable danger. The Jews started also to occupy most of the 
Arab quarters in the New City of Jerusalem and have looted most of the Arab houses and shops. 


While the General Assembly was meeting in a special session, several proposals were submitted, with 
a view to finding a peaceful and just settlement. Preliminary and temporary measures were taken to 
meet the urgent situation. A municipal Commissioner was appointed for Jerusalem, And although the 
truce proposals were not seriously pursued in committees, a final resolution was drafted for the appoint- 
ment of a mediator to use his good offices. Among other things, he was instructed to promote a peace- 
ful adjustment of the future situation in Palestine. With that resolution, the Palestine Commission 
which was appointed by the General Assembly on the 29th of November, 1947, was discharged. 


On the 14th of May the rebellious Jewish minority declared a Jewish State in a part of Palestine, 
ignoring the natural rights of the Arabs, the resolution of the General Assembly and the democratic pro- 
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cedure which must be followed to make the creation of a state and the form of government it sno 
assume contingent on the desires of the majority of the country’s population. In the area alleged to be 
the Jewish State there are 509,780 Arabs and 499,020 Jews. Not only are the Arabs the majority in 
the alleged Jewish State, but they are the majority in all but one of the districts covered by the Jewish 
declaration. The distribution of population in these sub-districts is as follows: 


SUB-DISTRICTS ARABS JEWS 
Salad Falscdiod Senta seraleaas atin 87% 13% 
RIDGRIASY sare ca editie: He teislo a dssste sinisaree 67% 33% 
BUSAN: a:5.15 6 5) sins 2/5 sice< torre joan ernes ore whet 70% 30% 
PRAM A orecicrs cca no rnisiois neleelens of seine weet 53% 47% 
Tulkarm (partly) ...............44. 83% 17% 
AREA ois cost inves she maps sla micin el teia eee 2 29% 711% 
Béersheeba: oisie s:e0 bse 6:86 eae $6 sos 99% 1% 


In a spectacular and dramatic way, on the 14th of May, the Government of the United States of 
America recognized the Jewish State one minute after its declaration, contrary to international law and 
practice and the traditional policy of the United States in such matters. 


The declaration of a Jewish State by a Jewish minority, defying the will of the Arab majority 
and assisted by the international Jewish Agency and the World Zionist Council, is an act of great treason. 
And in view of the armed insurrection of the Jewish minority, and of the most savage crimes committed 
against the defenseless Arab population, the Arab Higher Committee for Palestine, representing the Arabs 
of Palestine, asked the League of Arab States to send them all military help possible in order to put 
down the Jewish rebellion and maintain law and order in Palestine. 

By the Pact of the League of Arab States, signed in Cairo in 1945, its state members recognized 
Palestine as an independent country, and accordingly the Arab Higher Committee was admitted to the 
League as a permanent member. On the strength of that pact, it is the duty of these Arab states to 
come to the help of the Arabs of Palestine engaged in self-defense in view of the armed aggression of 
the Zionists. 

Relying on all these facts, and at the invitation of the Arabs of Palestine, the Arab States sent their 
armies into Palestine for the sole purpose of maintaining law and order, and for the establishment of 
civil democratic government representing the will of all its citizens, irrespective of race, color or creed. 

On the entry of the Arab armies into Palestine, His Majesty King Abdullah of Transjordan and the 
Secretary General of the League of Arab States, sent cablegrams to the President of the Security Council 
explaining the reasons for the action of the Arab States. (Documents Nos. | and 2.) 

On the 17th of May the United States Delegation submitted a draft resolution asking that the 
Security Council determine that: 

“The situation in Palestine constitutes a threat to the peace and a breach of the peace within 
the meaning of Article 39 of the Charter.” 


On the 18th of May, the Security Council decided that in order to elucidate the facts certain ques- 
tions should be addressed to the Arab States, the Arab Higher Committee for Palestine and the Jewish 
Agency. 

On the 20th of May the representative of the Arab Higher Committee for Palestine made a state- 
ment clarifying the position of the Arabs of Palestine. (Document No. 3.) 

On the 22nd of May the Security Council rejected the United States Resolution to treat the matter 
of Palestine as falling under Chapter 7 of the Charter and adopted instead a resolution calling upon all 
parties to “‘cease fire.” 

Between the 24th and the 26th of May, the Arab States sent their replies to the Security Council 
explaining the position of the Arab League and expressing the willingness of the Arab States to study any 
suggestion which the Security Council may make along the line of a solution of the Palestine problem. 
(Documents Nos. 4, 5 and 6.) 
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9 On the 27th of May, the Soviet Union Delegation submitted a resolution calling upon the Secur- 
ity Council to decide: 
“that the events in Palestine constitute a threat to peace and security within the meaning of Article 
39 of the Charter.” 
This proposal was rejected by the Security Council. 
On the same day the United Kingdom Delegation submitted a resolution calling on the United 
Nations’ Mediator: 


“to make contact with both parties as soon as the cease-fire is in force with a view to making recom- 
mendations to the Security Council about an eventual settlement for Palestine.” 


This resolution was adopted. 


The Security Council instructed Count Bernadotte as Mediator to make contact with all parties as 
soon as the cease-fire is enforced, with a view to carrying out his functions as determined by the General 
Assembly, i.e. to make recommendations for the “peaceful adjustment of the future situation in Palestine.” 


On the 29th of May, 1948, the States of the Arab League sent a cable to the Secretary General of the 
United Nations accepting the four week truce. (Document No. 7.) 


THE LEGAL POSITION 


Basis of the Arab Claim: 

The Arab case rests on the following legal and natural grounds: 

(a) By Article 22 of the Covenant of the League of Nations of 1919 the people of Palestine were 
recognized as a provisionally independent nation. The exercise of their inherent and legal sovereignty 
was suspended during the 27 years of the mandate. 

The mandate having ended on the 14th of May, 1948, the people of Palestine are entitled to exercise 
that right of independence and sovereignty. 

(b) The Arabs of Palestine by their inalienable right to self-determination and their natural right to 
independence in their own country, are entitled to preserve the natural integrity of their territory and 
live in freedom under a democratic constitution. 

(c) The natural rights of the native Arabs are also sustained by the principles enunciated in the 
Atlantic Charter and the United Nations Charter. On August 14, 1941, a joint declaration was made 
by the United States of America and the United Kingdom in which it was solemnly declared that: 

“they desire to see no territorial changes that do not accord with the freely expressed wishes of the 

peoples concerned. 


And that 
“after the destruction of the Nazi tyranny they hope to see established a peace which will afford to 
all nations the means of dwelling in safety within their own boundaries.” 


The said declaration known as the Atlantic Charter was formally adopted by other members of the 
United Nations on January 1, 1942. 


The very basis of the United Nations Charter is the respect for the integrity of countries, and the 
right to self-determination. Therefore, no regime could be established in Palestine, and no territorial 
changes could be made therein, without the expressed wishes of its citizens. 


Basis of the Jewish Claim: 


On the other hand, an armed Jewish minority, aided by international Jewry, carried out an armed 
insurrection, unilaterally declaring independence in an area where the native Arabs are the overwhelm- 


ing majority. 
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What was called a declaration of independence was issued by the Jewish Agency and the Gene 
Zionist Council. Their claim was alleged to be based on the natural and historical right of the Jewish 
people and the recommendation of the General Assembly of the United Nations. 


Against this alleged natural and historical right there exists the natural right of the Arabs estab- 
lished by actual continuous occupation and possession of all of Palestine for more than 1,300 years. In 
all of Palestine now there are only 258,000 Palestinian Jews against 1,300,000 Palestinian Arabs. The 
rest of the Jews who are residing in Palestine still retain their foreign nationalities. Neither they, the 
international Jewish Agency, nor the General World Zionist Council, have natural or legal rights in 
Palestine. The Jewish minority at present existing in Palestine is an immigrant minority mainly from 
Eastern Europe, who have come to Palestine during the last 30 years. 


In basing their claim on the resolution of the General Assembly, the Zionists were also basing 
themselves on nothing more than a recommendation. The United Nations cannot pass any judgment or 
decision to mutilate a country. The resolution of the 29th of November was a recommendation not 
a diktat. This view has been widly expressed by many authorities on international law. Dr. Clyde 
Eagleton, Professor of International Law at New York University, wrote: 


“It is clear to any student of the Charter that a resolution of the General Assembly, such as 
that for the partition of Palestine, is no more than a recommendation, and that it can have no 
legally binding effect upon any state whatsoever.” 


This recommendation was not accepted by the mandatory power. It was rejected by the overwhelm- 
ing majority of the citizens of Palestine. The Security Council refused to implement it on the proper 
ground that it has no legal powers to do so, and the General Assembly in dismissing the Palestine Com- 
mission on the 14th of May, 1948, indicated that it has no wish to implement the recommendations. 
Furthermore, the plan of partition as recommended by the General Assembly, is conditioned by the 
acceptance of the people of Palestine, because it envisages the establishment of two independent states 
with economic union. No such regime could be established by a unilateral declaration of an armed minor- 
ity supported by international Jewish bodies as long as the 1,300,000 Arabs whose land it is, do not agree. 


Recognition of Jewish State Equally Illegal: 


Illegal as was the declaration of a Jewish State in a part of Palestine, the immediate recognition 
thereof after one minute of its revolutionary declaration by the United States is equally illegal. It is 
neither in conformity with the policy of the United Sates nor with its established practice in interna- 
tional affairs, nor in accordance with International Law. 


On the 12th of March, 1947, President Truman, referring to the question of the right of the Greek 
people to self-determination declared before the Congress of the United States: 


“I believe that it must be the policy of the United States to support free people who are resist- 
ing attempted subjugation by armed minorities or outside pressure.” 


On May 15, 1948, the United States Government did just the opposite in recognizing the “armed 
minorities and outside pressure’”’ now claimed to be the “Jewish State.” 


Mr. B. L. Penrose, prominent American who spent many years in the Near East and was recently 
appointed President of the American University of Beirut, described the recognition of the Jewish 
State as “a unilateral pronouncement”, that “took no account of the United Nations, undercut the 
United States Delegation to the United Nations, by-passed the advice of the National Security Council, of 
the Area experts in the Department, the military establishment and the central intelligence agency, to 
say nothing of the Congress. Such a decision so hastily and secretly taken, on a subject fretted with such 
import for world peace and security that the United Nations has spent months on it without reaching a 
decision, is not only dictatorial, but dangerous in its many implications.” Mr. Penrose added that this 


1The American Journal of International Law, Vol. 42, p. 397. 
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“Bion “has in effect made a mockery of United States participation in the United Nations, has given 
our blessing to the intensification of divisive nationalism rather than to the principles of friendship 
among nations and conciliation of interatioal differences, has aligned this country in opposition to the 
sovereign Arab nations and to the entire Moslem world of 300,000,000.” 


According to International Law, before any State can be recognized, an organized State system 
must have been created which is able to assert its power regularly and effectively within the territory 
and thus carry out the normal functions of a state. The new State cannot be considered to have come 
into existence before the fight against its opponents has practically come to an end, so that there is no 
longer any appreciable probability that the insurrection may be put down. 

The practice of the United States in recognizing foreign governments was stated in a letter dated the 
2nd of April, 1936, by Secretary of State Hull: 

“The rule of the United States is to defer recognition of an executive until it shall appear that 
it is in possession of the machinery of the state, administer government with the assent of the 
people thereof and without substantial resistance to its authority and that it is in a position to ful- 
fill all the international obligations and responsibilities incumbent upon a sovereign state under 
treaties and international law.” (Digest of International Law (Hackworth, Volume I, page 175.) 


These same requirements were set forth thirty-five years ago in a memorandum of March 27, 1913, 

prepared by the then Assistant Secretary of State Mr. Adee, for the Secretary of State, in which it is stated: 

“Ever since the American Revolution, entrance upon diplomatic intercourse with foreign states 

has been de facto, depending upon the existence of three conditions of fact: the control of the admin- 

istrative machinery of state; the general acquiescence of its people; and the ability and willingness 

of their government to discharge international and conventional obligations.” (Moore International 
Law Digest, Volume I, page 138-9.) 


It seems that Zionist pressure of today has led the United States government to contravene its own 
policy and the centuries-developed practice of international law. 


LEGAL BASIS FOR ARAB ARMIES’ ENTRY INTO PALESTINE 


(a) The Arab armies entered Palestine on the invitation of the native Arabs of Palestine who are 
“resisting attempted subjugation by the armed (Jewish) minority and outside (Jewish) pressure.” In 
the same way the British forces went into Greece at the invitation of the Greek people who were resist- 
ing subjugation by the armed Communist minority and outside pressure. Furthermore the Arab States 
are part of the Arab League, established in order to safeguard the independence and sovereignty of the 
Arab states. Palestine is an integral part of the Arab world. It was recognised by the Charter of the Arab 
League as an independent country and was allowed the right of participation in the work of the Coun- 
cil of the League. 

(b) The principle underlying the Charter of the Arab League in safeguarding the territorial integ- 
rity and sovereignty of the Arab countries is similar to that upon which rests the Monroe Doctrine for 
America. 


In a message to Congress on December 2, 1823, President James Monroe declared: 

“As a principle in which the rights and interest of the United States are involved, that the 
American continents, by the free and independent conditions which they have assumed and main- 
tain, are henceforth not to be considered as subjects for future colonization by any European 
powers.” 

The Message runs: 

“We declare that we should consider any attempt on their part to extend their system to any 

portion of this hemisphere as dangerous to our peace and safety. 


‘Letter to New York Times May 20th, 1948. 
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“It is impossible that the allied powers should extend their political system to any portion = 


either continent without endangering our peace and happiness; nor can anyone believe 
that our Southern Brothers, (i.e. Latin Americans) if left by themselves, would adopt it of their 
own accord. It is equally impossible, therefore, that we should behold such interposition, in any 


form, with indifference.” 

If the United States could not see the subjugation of their South American brothers with equanim- 
ity by the European powers, how could the Arab States see the subjugation of their Arab brothers by 
an armed rebellious Jewish minority and international Jewry? 

(c) The action of the Arab States is pursuant also to their obligations and responsibility under the 
United Nations Charter. Article 52 of the Charter states: 

1. Nothing in the present Charter precludes the existence of regional arrangements or agencies for 
dealing with such matters relating to the maintenance of international peace and security as are appropri- 
ate for regional action, provided that such arrangements or agencies and their activities are consistent 
with the Purposes and Principles of the United Nations. 

2. The Members of the United Nations entering into such arrangements or constituting such agen- 
cies shall make every effort to achieve pacific settlement of local disputes through such regional arrange- 
ments or by such regional agencies before referring them to the Security Council. 

3. The Security Council shall encourage the development of pacific settlement of local disputes 
through such regional arrangements or by such regional agencies either on the initiative of the states 
concerned or by reference from the Security Council. 

4. This Article in no way impairs the application of Articles 34 and 35. 

The League of Arab States is a regional arrangement within the meaning of Chapter VIII of the 
Charter. It was in such capacity that it was introduced in the San Francisco Conference, and its charter 
filed there. 

The States of the Arab League are not only honor-bound, but they are also duty-bound to help in 
maintaining Jaw and order in Palestine. 

* Zionist propagandists and some interested Zionist-controlled politicians have tried to label the Arab 
intervention as an aggression. These accusations are nothing but deceitful propaganda which have no 
legal foundation and have been turned down by the Security Council. 

The Security Council has jurisdiction to decide whether there is aggression or not, but before it can 
do so it must refer the matter of Palestine to the International Court of Justice for a legal opinion, under 
Article 96 of the Charter on all the complicated and complex points of law involved. These points 
include: 

(a) The status of Palestine after the termination of the mandate. 

(b) Whether the minority of the Palestine Jewish citizens, who are no more than 18% of the citi- 
zens of Palestine, can proclaim a state in an Arab country. 

(c) Whether the entry of Arab armies in Palestine, on the invitation of the overwhelming majority 
of the citizens of that country, is a violation of the Charter. 


The following is the official text of the statements and replies of the Arab States: 


DOCUMENT NO. 1 


CABLEGRAM DATED 16 MAY 1948 FROM HIS MAJESTY THE KING OF TRANSJORDAN 
ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS 


We were compelled to enter Palestine to protect un- considerate in connection with Jews in Palestine and while 
armed Arabs against massacres similar to those of Deir maintaining at the same time the full right of the Arabs 
Yasin. We are aware of our national duty towards Pales- in Palestine. Zionism did not react to our offers made be- 
tine in general and Jerusalem in particular, and also fore the entry of armed forces. 

Nazareth and Bethlehem. Be sure that we shall be very ABDULLAH R. 
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DOCUMENT NO. 2 


CABLEGRAM DATED 15 MAY 1948 ADDRESSED TO THE 
SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS 


BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES 
HIS EXCELLENCY ABDUL RAHMAN AZZAM PASHA 


On the occasion of the intervention of Arab States in 
Palestine, to restore law and order, to prevent disturbances 
prevailing in Palestine from spreading into their terri- 
tories and to check further bloodshed, I have the honour 
to request your Excellency to bring the following statement 
before the General Assembly and the Security Council: 


“I. Palestine was part of the Ottoman Empire, subject 
to its rule of law and enjoying full representation in its 
parliament. The great majority of its population was com- 
posed of Arabs with a small minority of Jews, enjoying all 
rights alike with all the remaining citizens and liable only 
to such charges as all others were. Never were they as 
minority the subject of any discrimination on account of 
their creed. The Holy places were protected and accessible 
to all without distinction. 


2. The Arabs have constantly been seeking their free- 
dom and independence. When the First World War broke 
out and the Allies declared that they were fighting to re- 
store freedom to the nations, the Arabs sided with the 
Allies and placed all their means at their disposal and in 
fact fought with them for the realization of their national 
aspirations and their independence. Great Britain took 
upon herself the recognition of the independence of the 
Arab countries in Asia, including Palestine. The Arabs 
effort was felt and duly appreciated in winning the victory. 

Great Britain issued a declaration in 1917 in which ex- 
pression was made of its sympathy with the establishment 
of a Jewish National Home in Palestine. When this was 
brought to the knowledge of the Arabs they did not fail 
to express their resentment and opposition to such ex- 
pressions of policy; and when they protested formally to 
Great Britain the latter made the necessary reassurances 
with a confirmation of the view that such a declaration 
did not affect, in any degree, their rights nor their free- 
dom and independence, and that the said declaration did 
not prejudice the political position of the Arabs of Pales- 
tine, notwithstanding the illegality of the said declaration. 
The British Government's interpretation of its declaration 
was that it meant no more than the establishment of a spir- 
itual abode for the Jews in Palestine, without there being 
any ulterior political motives such as the creation of a 
Jewish State, that being further the expressed views of the 
Jewish leaders at the time. 


4. When the war ended, Great Britain did not fulfill its 
pledges, instead Palestine was placed under a Mandate en- 
trusted to Great Britain. The terms of the Mandate pro- 
vided for the safeguarding of the interests of the inhabi- 
tants of Palestine and their preparation for eventual inde- 
pendence, to which they were entitled by virtue of the 
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Covenant of the League of Nations, which admitted that 
the inhabitants of Palestine were fit for independence. 


5. Great Britain however placed Palestine in such a posi- 
tion as made it possible for the Jews to flood the country 
with waves of immigrants, and factually helped their es- 
tablishment on the soil, despite the saturation of the land 
with its own population which exceeded the absorptive 
capacity of the country economically and otherwise, thereby 
neglecting the interests and the rights of its lawful inhabi- 
tants as provided in the covenant and the Mandate. The 
Arabs used all means at all times to express their deep 
concern and anxiety at such a policy which they felt was 
undermining their future and their very existence. But at 
all such times they were met with utter disregard and 
harsh treatment such as jail, exile, etc. 


6. And whereas Palestine is an Arab country falling in 
the heart of the Arab countries and attached to the Arab 
world by all bonds—spiritual, historical, economical and 
strategical—the Arab States as well as other Eastern coun- 
tries, whether through their people or governments, could 
not but concern and interest themselves in the task of han- 
dling its case before the International institutions gener- 
ally, and particularly before Great Britain, insisting upon 
a solution for the problem based upon undertakings given 
to them and upon democratic principles. 

A round table conference was held early in 1939 in Lon- 
don in which the Arab States took part, asking for the 
safeguarding of the independence of Arab Palestine as a 
whole. That conference resulted in the issuance of the well- 
known White Paper in which Great Britain defined its pol- 
icy towards Palestine, admitting its right to independence 
while laying down at the same time certain provisions for 
the exercise of such independence. Great Britain further 
declared in that White Paper that its obligations regard- 
ing the establishment of the Jewish National Home have 
been completely fulfilled as the said National Home had 
been established. But unfortunately the underlying policy 
of the White Paper was not carried out, which led to an 
increasingly bad situation and in fact resulted in complete 
prejudice and disregard to Arab interests. 


7. During the time that the second World War was rag- 
ing the respective Governments of the Arab States began 
to co-ordinate their views and actions for the useful pur- 
pose of better securing co-operation, regarding, not only 
their present and future but for playing their part in the 
establishment of lasting world-wide peace. During their 
mutual consultations the problem of Palestine never failed 
to absorb its due share of attention and interest. It was as a 
result of those consultations that then emerged the present 


Arab League, as an instrument for the realizations of their 
own peace, security and welfare. The Arab League Char- 
ter declared that Palestine had become an independent 
country since its separation from the Ottoman Empire, 
but that all the appertaining external rights and privi- 
leges attendant upon formal independence had to be sub- 
dued temporarily for reasons beyond the will of its people. 
It was a happy coincidence which gave rise to the hope of 
the Arab States that at that time the United Nations was 
brought to existence soon thereafter. And accordingly the 
Arab States unhesitatingly participated in its creation and 
membership out of deep belief in that institution, its ideals, 
and high aims. 


8. Since then the Arab League, through its member 
States, unceasingly endeavoured by all means at its disposal 
—whether with the Mandatory or with the United Nations 
—to find a fair and just solution for the problem of Pal- 
estine, based on democratic principles and consistent with 
the provisions of the League of Nations Covenant as well 
as of the United Nations Charter—a solution which would 
be lasting and would ensure peace and security in the land 
leading to prosperity. Such a solution however, invariably 
conflicted with opposition from Zionists and with their 
demands as they then started openly to declare their in- 
sistence upon a Jewish State. They were in fact bent upon 
full preparations with arms and fortifications to impose 
their own solution by force. 


9. When the General Assembly made its recommenda- 
tions on the 29 November 1947 for the solution of the 
Palestine problem on the basis of partition—providing for 
the establishment of two States, one Arab and one Jewish, 
with an international regime of trusteeship for the City 
of Jerusalem—the Arab States expressed the warning that 
such a solution was prejudicial to the rights of the Arab 
inhabitants of Palestine to independence, and was contra- 
dictory to democratic principles and to the League of Na- 
tions covenant, as well as the United Nations Charter. The 
Arabs then rejected such a scheme declaring that it was not 
susceptible of execution by peaceful means, and that its 
imposition by force constituted a threat to peace and se- 
curity in that area. 

The apprehensions of the Arab States proved to be well 
founded, as the disturbances of which they had warned 
soon swept the country. Armed conflict took place between 
its two peoples who started to combat against each other 
and shed each other’s blood. Consequently, the United 
Nations realized the mistake upon which the recommenda- 
tion of partition was made and turned to search for an 
outlet. 


10. Now that the Mandate over Palestine has come to 
an end, leaving no legally constituted authority behind 
to administer law and order in the country and afford the 
necessary and adequate protection to life and property, the 
Arab States declare as follows: 

(A) The right to set up a Government in Palestine per- 
tains to its inhabitants under the principle of self-deter- 
minations recognized by the Covenant of the League of 
Nations as well as by the United Nations Charter. 


(B) Peace and order have been completely upset in Pal- 
estine, and, in consequence of Jewish aggression, approxi- 
mately over a quarter of a million of the Arab popula- 
tion have been compelled to leave their homes and emi- 
grate to neighbouring Arab countries. The current events 
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in Palestine exposed the concealed aggressive cmc 
the Zionists and their imperialistic motives, as clearly shown 
in their acts committed upon those peaceful Arab villagers 
of Deir Yasin, Tiberias, and other places, as well as by 
their aggression against the persons and buildings of in- 
violable consulates, manifested by their attack upon the 
Consulate in Jerusalem. 


(C) The Mandatory has already announced that on the 
termination of the Mandate it will no longer be responsible 
for the maintenance of law and order in Palestine, except 
in the camps and areas actually occupied by its forces, and 
only to the extent necessary for the security of these forces 
and their withdrawal. This leaves Palestine absolutely with- 
out any administrative authority entitled to maintain, and 
capable of maintaining, a machinery of administration of 
the country adequate for the purpose of ensuring due pro- 
tection of life and property. There is further the threat 
that this lawlessness may spread to the neighbouring Arab 
States where feeling is already very tense on account of 
the prevailing conditions in Palestine. The respective mem- 
bers of the Arab League—and as members of the United 
Nations at the same time—feel gravely perturbed and 
deeply concerned over this situation. 


(D) It was the sincere wish of the Arab States that the 
United Nations might succeed in arriving at a fair and 
just solution of the Palestine problem, thus establishing a 
lasting peace for the country under the precepts of the 
democratic principles and in conformity with the Cove- 
nant of the League of Nations and the United Nations 
Charter. 


(E) They are responsible in any event by virtue of their 
responsibility as members of the Arab League, which is a 
regional organization within the meaning of Chapter 8 of 
the Charter of the United Nations. The recent disturb- 
ances in Palestine further constitute a serious and direct 
threat to peace and security within the territories of the 
Arab States themselves. For these reasons, and considering 
that the security of Palestine is a sacred trust for them, 
and out of anxiousness to check the further deterioration 
of the prevailing conditions and to prevent the spread of 
disorder and lawlessness into the neighbouring Arab lands, 
and in order to fill the vacuum created by the termination 
of the Mandate and the failure to replace it by any legally 
constituted authority, the Arab Governments find them- 
selves compelled to intervene for the sole purpose of re- 
storing peace and security and of establishing law and 
order in Palestine. The Arab States recognize that the inde- 
pendence and sovereignty of Palestine which was so far 
subject to the British Mandate has now, with the termina- 
tion of the Mandate, become established in fact. They 
maintain that the lawful inhabitants of Palestine are alone 
competent and entitled to set up an administration in 
Palestine for the discharge of all governmental functions 
without any external interference. As soon as that stage is 
reached the intervention of the Arab States, which is con- 
fined to the restoration of peace and establishment of law 
and order, shall be put an end to, and the sovereign State 
of Palestine will be competent in co-operation with the 
other State members of the Arab League, to take every 
step for the promotion of the welfare and security of its 
peoples and territory. The Governments of the Arab States 
hereby confirm at this stage the view that had been re- 
peatedly declared by them on previous occasions—sucl: as 
the London Conference and before the United Nations— 


@.., that the only fair and just solution to the problem 
of Palestine is the creation of a United States of Palestine 
based upon the democratic principles which will enable all 
its inhabitants to enjoy equality before the law, and which 
would guarantee to all minorities the safeguards provided 
for in all democratic constitutional States, affording at the 
same time full protection and free access to Holy places. 
The Arab States emphatically and repeatedly declare that 


their intervention in Palestine has been prompted solely 
by the considerations and for the aims set out above and 
that they are not inspired by any other motive whatsoever. 
They are, therefore, confident that their action will receive 
the support of the United Nations as tending to further 
the aims and jdeals of the United Nations as set out in 


ae Shacter.” ABDUL RAHMAN AZZAM, 
Secretary General of the Arab League. 


DOCUMENT NO. 3 


STATEMENT OF MR. JAMAL HUSSEINI, VICE-CHAIRMAN OF THE ARAB HIGHER COMMITTEE 
TO THE SECURITY COUNCIL ON 20 MAY 1948 


I desire at this stage to clarify the attitude of the over- 
whelming majority of the people of Palestine with regard 
to the development of events in their country since the 
termination of the mandate. 

The principle of self-determination, upheld by both the 
Covenant of the League of Nations under which Palestine 
was governed, and the United Nations Charter, grant to 
the Arab majority of the people of Palestine the unques- 
tionable natural right of complete sovereignty over all that 
country. 

The Arab population of Palestine who formed over 
ninety percent of the population in 1919 expressed their 
desire for independence and rejected Zionism before the 
Plebiscite Committee that was sent to Palestine by the 
Peace Conference of that year. In 1922, however, the 
League of Nations placed Palestine under the mandate of 
the United Kingdom to be administered in conformity with 
Article 22 of the Covenant of the League of Nations. Para- 
graph 4 of that Article which concerns the territory of 
Palestine reads as follows: 

“Certain communities formerly belonging to the Turk- 
ish Empire have reached a stage of development where 
their existence as independent nations can be provision- 
ally recognized subject to the rendering of administra- 
tive advice and assistance by a mandatory power, and 
until such time as they are able to stand alone. .. .” 


The independence of the indigenous population of Pal- 
estine was thus provisionally recognized, with the under- 
standing that it would be realized when they are able to 
stand alone. Ever since that date, they have continuously 
struggled and fought for its realization. 

On 26 September 1947, the United Kingdom delegation 
declared as follows in the Ad Hoc Committee on Palestine 
of the General Assembly of the United Nations: 

“That they endorse, without reservation, the view 
that the Mandate should now be terminated. It was the 
original intention that the League of Nations mandatory 
regime in Palestine should lead towards independence. 
The situation that has since developed clearly necessi- 
tates the termination of the Mandate. We accept this 
necessity and shall willingly lay down the obligations 
imposed upon us so that the goal of independence may 
be brought within realization.” 


It was thus the duty of the Mandatory, before the ter- 
mination of the Mandate, to perform its foremost obliga- 
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tion under it, of establishing a Palestinian Government 
representing the citizens of Palestine, to which it would 
hand over its responsibilities upon its withdrawal. This 
was clearly implied also in the provision of Article 28 
of the Mandate. 

Now that the British Mandate has been brought to an 
end, with no Palestinian government in existence, owing 
to the Mandatory’s failure so to do, the duty devolved on 
the majority of the people of Palestine to reach their goal 
of independence by the establishment of a sovereign gov- 
ernment in the whole of their country. 

The population at the present time is formed roughly 
of 1,350,000 Palestinian Arabs and 258,000 Palestinian Jews, 
who are legitimately entitled under law to express their 
opinion with regard to the future of their country. The 
remaining 450,000 foreign residents of diverse nationalities, 
mostly of the Jewish faith, can, under no legal or moral 
justification, be entitled to a say in the formation of this 
government. No person in this world is allowed to have a 
double nationality, and Jews in Palestine or elsewhere can- 
not be an exception to this universal rule. The Arab ma- 
jority is prepared to give the most generous consideration 
to these foreign residents and to their needs. 

Furthermore, Palestinian Jews, who form one sixth of the 
citizenry, can have no legal or moral justification for seces- 
sion as a separate body, to become independent within the 
boundaries of Palestine. No such privilege could ever be 
granted to any minority. If it were to secede by the 
force of arms, it would become a precedent that would up- 
set the equilibrium of the whole world. The recommenda- 
tion of the General Assembly of 29 November 1947, pro- 
posing that the Jews may have the greater part of Pales- 
tine, in which they would establish an independent state, 
has been categorically rejected by the overwhelming major- 
ity as being illegal, impracticable and unjust. As a mere 
recommendation to that majority, of no legal binding 
value, it has become an unaccepted, dead proposition. 

The Jewish imposed immigrant minority in the country, 
however, assisted by alien Jews and led by an international 
Jewish Agency, have conducted and organized an unlawful 
movement, backed by a terroristic campaign first against 
the Mandatory, and later against the majority of the inhabi- 
tants, with a view to imposing their will in Palestine by the 
use of force. 

In preparing for their actual seizure of the country, Jews 
of diverse nationalities, in Palestine and in other coun- 


tries in Europe and America, engaged themselves in train- 
ing tens of thousands of young Jews in war-making and ter- 
roristic activities, and sent them over to Palestine, together 
with huge supplies of arms and ammunition. Huge amounts 
of money were collected in the United States and in other 
countries for that aggressive purpose. The Governments 
of these countries, in which these illegal activities were 
perpetrated, have been repeatedly notified of these activi- 
ties, which had for their aim an obviously aggressive act 
against a peaceful and friendly people. All protests to that 
effect, as is well known, were of no avail. The Jewish 
minority of Palestine have thus armed and prepared them- 
selves for an unlawful seizure of Arab patrimony in Pal- 
estine. 

During the last two years, Jewish activities for the pro- 
motion and realization of such a seizure have been intensi- 
fied and accelerated. Zionists have even started to scize 
Government property and to establish their authority 
wherever it was possible for them so to do. When the with- 
drawing Mandatory failed to put an end to these unlawful 
activities, it became the bounden duty of the majority of 
the population to stop the Jewish minority’s aggressive ac- 
tivities. They did so to the best of their ability. 

Under the circumstances that prevailed in Palestine dur- 
ing the last six months, the Arab majority came to the 
conclusion that if they desired to reinstate peace and stabil- 
ity in their country with a minimum of sacrifice and time, 
they should have recourse to the assistance of the neigh- 
bouring State members of the Arab League, who are 
equally interested in the welfare of the Holy Land. The 
Arabs of Palestine therefore, in order to help to extinguish 
the fire that was started in their country by the Jewish 
Agency, solicited the assistance of each and all of these 
States in the most urgent, insistent and pressing terms, on 
the understanding that after restoration of tranquillity in 
the country, they will withdraw to make it possible for the 
Palestinian population of all creeds to express their free 


will on the future government of their country by mJ 
of a general plebiscite. 

The Arab States. however, since their Union in the Arab 
League, have considered Palestine as an independent coun- 
try, whose independence was in abeyance only because of 
the existence of the mandate. The Arab League has actu- 
ally accepted Palestine as a member of the League and 
has received its representatives on an equal basis. As a 
member of the Arab League, the Palestine Arab population 
as represented by the Arab Higher Committee have a legiti- 
mate claim on the other members for assistance in the 
restoration of peace and order in their country. The troops 
of the States of the Arab League who have crossed the bord- 
ers of Palestine from the neighbouring countries on the 
termination of the mandate have, therefore, done so by the 
invitation of the people of Palestine. Our aim and theirs 
in the present struggle for security and stability is salutary 
and not aggressive. Our goal is to give each person and 
each community due and legitimate rights and to bring 
back to the Holy Land the security and peace so dear to 
the hearts of hundreds of millions of people who turn to 
Palestine for devotion. 

This, in short, is our legal position in Palestine. As the 
overwhelming majority, we possess the unquestionable right 
of sovereignty over the country. The Palestinian Jews, as a 
minority, will be guaranteed full and equal rights within 
our polity. Other foreign residents of all creeds and na- 
tionalities will enjoy rights and privileges enjoyed by for- 
eign residents in other democratic countries. When the 
Jewish minority rebelled and declared their intention of 
establishing a separate state, they created a dangerous 
threat to the peace of the whole country. Under the cir- 
cumstances we were obliged to solicit the assistance of the 
surrounding countries, with whom we are linked by all na- 
tional ties and also by the pact of the Arab League, for the 
restoration of peace and order in the interest of the whole 
population of Palestine. 


DOCUMENT NO. 4 


REPLY OF 


THE DELEGATION OF THE ARAB HIGHER COMMITTEE FOR PALESTINE 
TO THE SECURITY COUNCIL ON 24 MAY 1948 


Sir: 

I beg to transmit to you, hereunder, the answers of the 
Arab Higher Committee to the questions addressed to them 
by the Security Council: 


QuEsTION (a) Is the Arab Higher Committee exercising 
political authority in Palestine? 


Answer: The Arab Higher Committee is exercising 
political authority over the overwhelming majority of the 
citizens of Palestine. The Committee is composed of mem- 
bers representing the different political Arab parties in the 
country. It thus forms a coalition, which expresses the Arab 
public opinion in Palestine. Whereas, Arabs are in major- 
ity in all districts and sub-districts, save that of Jaffa, in 
which Tel Aviv is situated, the Arab Higher Committee, 
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therefore, speaks in the name of the majority of the whole 
of Palestine. 

The Arab Higher Committee is represented in districts, 
sub-districts and villages of a size by the Local National 
Committees, formed also of representatives delegated by the 
different parties, to control their respective localities in the 
name of the Arab Higher Committee. 


Question (b) What governmental arrangements have 
been made to maintain public order and to carry on 
public services in sections of Palestine where Arabs 
are in the majority? 


Answer: When the Mandatory started their gradual 
withdrawal from Palestine, some weeks ago, the Arab 
Higher Committee asked all Arab Government Officials to 


a on in their respective posts after the Mandatory’s 
withdrawal. They were instructed that the senior Pales- 


tinian officer in each department is to act as temporary di- 
rector of his department. These senior officers will be held 
responsible for the proper functioning of the departments 
and for the registers and documents, as well as for all their 
belongings. Arab officials have accepted the offer and are 
executing their duties in a satisfactory manner, under the 
present circumstances. 

The National Committee in each sub-district was advised 
by the Arab Higher Committee to act as an Administrative 
Council for the purpose of facilitating the work of the 
departments in their locality. The Arab Higher Commit- 
tee acts as the body responsible for these administrative 
arrangements. 

When the regular Arab armies entered Palestine, the 
responsibility for the control of public security and other 
kindred governmental responsibilities in the different areas 
they occupy have been placed in their hands. In the execu- 
tion of these duties, both the Arab Higher Committee and 
the National Committees place their assistance and coop- 
eration at the disposal of the military authorities. 


Question (c) Have the Arabs of Palestine requested as- 
sistance from governments outside of Palestine? 


Answer: In order to answer this pertinent and all im- 
portant question, we deem it essential to explain the posi- 
tion of Palestine, at the termination of the Mandate, 
which necessitated our recourse to the Arab League for 
assistance in the restoration of peace and order in the Holy 
Land. 

When the Mandate was imposed by the League of Na- 
tions on Palestine, the Arabs formed over 90° of the 
people. The Covenant of the League considered the 
people of Palestine then as provisionally independent, sub- 
ject to the rendering of administrative advice and assistance 
by a Mandatory, until such time as they are able to stand 
alone. The termination of the Mandate is, in fact, the 
announcement of this ability to stand alone, and it would, 
therefore, mean the automatic independence of the people 
of Palestine. 

During the last thirty years, the Mandatory allowed 
Jewish immigration to flow into Palestine, regardless of 
the Arab majority’s opposition and continuous resistance. 
Their minority of 7% have sprung up to about 33%. Yet, 
the total number of Jews who applied for Palestinian na- 
tionality have not exceeded Y% of the total population. No 
twisting of the law and no perverted argument would, 
therefore, convince the Arab majority of the country that 
the Jewish minority, under Democratic conceptions, could 
have the right of imposing their will on the majority. 
Democracy is the rule of the majority. All that a minority 
could have is the safeguarding of their individual rights 
on an equal basis with the majority. 

Before the termination of the Mandate, however, the 
Arab majority in Palestine found themselves confronted 
with a rebellious Zionist minority, who have determined 
to invade the country, either by swamping it with their 
alien immigrants or by seizing it by force of arms. The 
scope of immigration that was allowed by the Mandatory, 
even in the face of Arab resistance, as not adequate for 
their purpose of invasion. They started a campaign of 
terrorism in order to intimidate the Mandatory and the 
majority of the people of Palestine to submit to their 
will. A wave of terrorism enveloped the Holy Land since 


1948, perpetrated by the Haganah force, which is the 
avowed army of the Jewish Agency. 

This force was first heard of as early as 1921. The 
Mandatory, then, implicitly gave it its blessings. While 
Arabs were fighting the Mandatory for their freedom, this 
force was gaining in strength behind British bayonets. 
Haganah armories were allowed by the Mandatory to be 
established in Jewish settlements. Accidental disclosures 
revealed huge importation of arms and ammunition by the 
Haganah force. The Jewish Agency took good care to see 
that the greater part of immigrants allowed into the coun- 
try were militarily trained young Jews, ready to enlist in 
the Haganah force. The Jewish educational system, left by 
the Mandatory in the independent hands of the Jewish 
Agency, made it obligatory for students of both sexes in 
secondary schools to have one year’s military training for 
procuring their certificate. The Arab educational system 
was kept in the Mandatory’s grip, where national ideas 
were stifled, let alone any military training. 

During the twenty years that preceded the last World 
War, the Mandatory enforced stringent ordinances against 
possession of arms by Arabs to the point that many Arabs 
were hung for the possession of a rifle or even a bullet. 
Meanwhile, Jews were allowed to arm themselves to the 
teeth. During the last war, the Mandatory stripped the 
Arabs of any kind of arms and heavily armed and exten- 
sively trained the Jewish community. The result was that 
the Haganah force of the Jewish Agency emerged out from 
the war as an underground army, estimated by the British 
to be composed of 70,000 strong. The Arabs, whose lead- 
ers were either in exile or in concentration camps and 
prisons in Palestine, were left in a precarious condition to 
defend themselves. Backed by this huge force, the Jew- 
ish Agency found it now opportune to claim a right for 
independence in Palestine, which, according to Zionist 
leaders, previously have never been a part of the Zionist 
program. 

Under these circumstances, the Arab majority in their 
effort to preserve their rights and defend themselves in 
their own country, had no course to follow other than to 
seek outside help in order to resist this Jewish aggressive 
invasion of their country. And to whom should they ad- 
dress themselves for assistance, if not to the Arab State 
Members of the Arab League, who are linked to them by 
all the ties of nationality and had only been separated 
from them by the imperialistic ambitions of foreign pow- 
ers? Moreover, Palestine has been considered by the Arab 
League as provisionally independent, and as such it was 
accepted as a member in the organization. Consequently, 
the people of Palestine possess a lawful and moral claim 
on each and all of the members of the League for assistance 
in adversity. When they found themselves facing a Jewish 
minority intent upon actual seizure of their country by 
force of arms, the Arabs of Palestine have naturally re- 
sorted to the Arab League for assistance at the dawn of 
their independence. 


Question (d) If so, what governments and for what 

purpose? 

Answer: The Arab Higher Committee solicited assistance 
of the following Arab countries: Egypt, Saudi-Arabia, 
Yemen, Iraq, Lebanon, Syria and Trans-Jordan, in order 
to reinstate peace and order in Palestine. Their purpose 
and task is one of pacification and not of invasion. It has 
been made clear that once peace and order are restored, 


[13] 


the people of Palestine of all creeds will exercise freely 
their right of self-determination in a general plebiscite. 


Question (e) Have you named representatives to deal 
with the Security Council Truce Commission for the 
purpose of effecting the Truce called for by the Se- 
curity Council? 

Answer: Since the entrance of regular Arab troops in 


Palestine, this matter was taken over by the Arab League, 
in which the Arab Higher Committee is represented. 


Question (f) Have Jewish forces penetrated into the 
territory in which you claim to have authority? 


Answer: Arabs claim to have authority over all the & 
of Palestine as being the political representative of the 
overwhelming majority of the population. They regard 
Palestine as one unit. All forces that oppose this majority 


wherever they may be are regarded as unlawful. 


Yours respectfully, 


(Signed) JAMAL HUSSEINI, 
Representative to the 
United Nations of the 
Arab Higher Committee 


DOCUMENT NO. 5 


REPLY OF THE EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT 
TO THE QUESTIONS ADDRESSED TO EGYPT BY 
THE SECURITY COUNCIL 


SUBMITTED BY H. E. MAHMOUD BEY FAWZI, 
EGYPT'S PERMANENT DELEGATE TO THE UNITED NATIONS 


On behalf of His Excellency the Minister of Foreign 
affairs of Egypt, I would like to transmit to you and to 
the Security Council, the answers which I have received 
for this purpose to the questions addressed to the Govern- 
ment of Egypt pursuant to the decision of the Security 
Council on the 18th of May, 1948. 


A. On the termination of the British Mandate in Pales- 
tine, instructions were given to forces of the Egyptian 
Army to enter Palestine for the objects previously outlined 
by the Egyptian Government in their Memorandum trans- 
mitted to the Powers and the United Nations on May 15th. 

The Egyptian Regular forces are proceeding with their 
operations inspired by the principles of International Law 
for the realisation of the aforesaid objects without dis- 
crimination between areas, towns or districts the entry 
into which is necessitated by those operations. 


B. Egyptian Forces are now operating in the south of 
Palestine. They are proceeding with the task of restoring 
security and order in Palestine under Egyptian military 
command. 

The Egyptian Government have from the outset de- 
clared that their military operations are not directed against 
Palestine Jews but against terrorist Zionist bands who are 
armed with the latest and most destructive weapons and 
who have built up in the Jewish settlements scattered 
throughout Palestine fortifications and strongly fortified 
pillboxes as springboards to attack therefrom neighbouring 
Arab villages and their peaceful inhabitants. 

The Egyptian Government have no other object in view 
except to put an end to this state of anarchy and to restore 
security and order in Palestine with a view to enabling 
its people to set up a United Palestinian state under which 
all inhabitants of Palestine—Arabs and Jews alike—may 
live side by side in harmony and peace enjoying the same 
rights and having the same obligations and under which 
sacred places are protected and the freedom of access to 
them insured. 
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C. The Egyptian Government have declared that their 
regular forces have entered Palestine with the object of 
putting an end to the massacres perpetrated by the terror- 
ist Zionist bands against Arabs and against humanity and 
of safeguarding the lives and property of the inhabitants. 
Had the Arab states not intervened with their armed forces 
when Britain relinquished the Mandate, these well trained 
Zionist bands—spread all over Palestine—would have an- 
nihilated hundreds of thousands of Palestine Arabs who 
form the vast majority of the inhabitants. This is borne 
out by the continuous flow of thousands of Arabs, men, 
women and children, who sought refuge in all neighbouring 
Arab countries in quest of safety and to escape from the 
Zionist tyranny and oppression. 

The neighbouring Arab Governments who are members 
of the Arab League consider themselves responsible for 
the maintenance of security and order in their area as a 
regional organisation in conformity with the provisions of 
the United Nations Charter. These Arab Governments are 
capable of maintaining security and peace in that area. 

The Egyptian Government are confident that if other 
powers would not seek to intervene in Palestine, the pres- 
ence of Arab regular armies there will in no way disturb 
international peace; on the contrary by putting an end to 
the prevailing state of anarchy it will help to pave the way 
for finding an equitable solution to the problem of 
Palestine. 


D. Arab armed forces have now taken over control and 
authority—following the relinquishing by Britain of the 
mandate and the consequent vacuum in the Governmental 
and administrative machine—to restore the progressive 
functioning of this machine in every area entered by them 
with the object of establishing a permanent government 
based on the will of the population and their representa- 
tives and in conformity with the United Nations Charter. 
For the time being, this political authority will exercise 
the conduct of public services and the affairs of a United 


2... State, in the interest of all the elements of the 
population, Arabs and Jews alike. 


E. The declaration of a Jewish State in an undetermined 
part of Palestine and the terrorism preceding this declara- 
tion and preparing for it have blocked the way to any 
understanding between Arab and Jewish representatives 
for finding a solution to the problem. 


F. No outward violation of Egyptian frontiers by “Jew- 
ish Forces”, or precisely by terrorist Zionist bands has been 
made, nor have they penetrated into Egyptian territory. 

Nevertheless, the declaration—which was accompanied by 
violence and terrorism—of a Zionist State next door to 
Egypt and situated in the midst of Arab Nations where 
feeling was already running high, undoubtedly constitutes 


a menace to the security of Egypt and other Arab states 
neighbouring to Palestine. 

Moreover, Egyptians do not regard Palestine Arabs as 
strangers, since they are from time immemorial strongly 
bound to them by many ties. Any aggression against Pal- 
estine Arabs, and more particularly in the horrible and 
atrocious manner adopted by Zionist bands, has its direct 
repercussion among the people of Egypt. 

Egypt is a member of the Arab League, which is a re- 
gional organisation responsible for security in its area; 
and whereas Palestine forms a part of this area, Egypt, just 
as any other Arab state, regards the terrorist activities of 
the Zionist bands inside Palestine as a direct menace against 
security and peace in this area as a whole. 


DOCUMENT NO. 6 


REPLY TO THE RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE SECURITY COUNCIL AT ITS 
THREE HUNDRED AND SECOND MEETING, 22 MAY, 1948, SUBMITTED BY H. E. DR. NAJI ASIL 
THE REPRESENTATIVE OF IRAQ ON MAY 26, AT THE THREE HUNDRED AND 
FIFTH MEETING ON BEHALF OF THE ARAB STATES 


On April 17, the Security Council passed a resolution 
on a truce in Palestine which was accepted by the repre- 
sentative of Syria on the Security Council and later by all 
the Arab States. Since that date the Zionists did their best 
to avoid the implications of that resolution by creating a 
fait accompli which changed radically the situation to the 
detriment of the Arab population of Palestine. In accord- 
ance with that policy, the Zionists attacked the unarmed 
Arab civilian population by taking advantage of the last 
days of the mandate. They dominated the Arab towns 
which they could take by force whether they were totally 
or partly Arab in population like Jaffa, Haifa, Tiberias, 
Safad, and Acre. Massacres of unparalleled savagery fol- 
lowed, like the massacre of Deir Yasin, and the massacre 
of Nasiriddin, near Tiberias. Moreover, one quarter of a 
million of the Arab civilian population left their homes 
and took refuge in the neighbouring Arab countries. 

Upon the termination of the mandate, the Zionists at- 
tacked Jerusalem ignoring the cease-fire order previously 
agreed upon by both sides, as well as the truce agreement 
presented by the Mandatory Power with the concurrence 
of the Truce Commission and the Arabs themselves on 
May 12. On May 14, the Zionists proclaimed their State 
without any attention to the Security Council's resolution 
of April 17. The resolution was observed by the Arabs of 
Palestine and the Arab States by not proclaiming their 
Palestine State. In that situation and in view of the con- 
tinuous terrorist activities. the Arab States had no alterna- 
tive but to take coordinated action to preserve the Arabs of 
Palestine, including the repatriation of the quarter mil- 
lion displaced Arabs, as well as to restore peace and order. 

Now, and after the Jews had taken the utmost advan- 
tage to change the political and military status before May 
15 in utter disregard of the Security Council's resolution 
of April 17, the Arab States are now asked to stop their 
measures to protect themselves and restore peace and order. 
All the Arab people are anxious to see peace restored to 
Palestine and they like nothing better than to abide by 
the requests of the Security Council. There is, however, 
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one fundamental consideration, namely, that the Arabs are 
dealing with terrorist gangs who abide by no standards. 
Had it not been for that, and had the Arabs been con- 
vinced that the cease-fire now would not lead to other at- 
tacks and military advantages on the part of the Zionists, 
the position of the Arabs would have been different. 

The important questions to be asked in this respect are 
these: Is the cease-fire likely to stop the flow of Jewish 
immigrants going to Palestine to fight the Arabs, as well 
as the importation of arms? Is the cease-fire likely to stop 
the terrorists from their acts of violence and guarantee the 
safety of the Arab civilian population? 

The Arab armies themselves are not convinced that the 
Jewish forces will not at any sudden moment break a truce 
without provocation and attack them. What guarantee is 
there? For it must not be forgotten that the Arab forces 
are not fighting a regular army but terrorists gangs trained 
in certain parts of Europe and other regions under the 
expert hands of forces which for a long time had visited on 
the world the worst evils. It is surprising that the regular 
Arab armies are being treated on an equal footing with 
terrorist bands of a minority intending to impose their 
will by force on the majority. 

In conclusion, I am directed to state in the name of all 
the Arab States, that those States, being anxious to restore 
peace to Palestine and wi'ling to cooperate with the Security 
Council for such an endeavour, are of the opinion that the 
resolution of the Council of April 17 should be observed 
in order that the cease-fire should not be a lull working 
for more bitter fighting. The cease-fire at the present guar- 
antees neither to the Arabs of Palestine nor to the neigh- 
bouring Arab States the safety they are seeking. And yet, 
and being anxious to realize the purpose of the efforts of 
the Security Council, namely, the arrival at a just solution 
and a lasting peace, I am authorized to inform you that the 
political committee of the Arab League is ready to study 
within a time limit of 48 hours any suggestion which the 
Security Council may make to them along the line of a 
solution of the Palestine problem. 


DOCUMENT NO. 7 


TELEGRAM TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL FROM H. E. THE MINISTER FOR 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF EGYPT DATED 1 JUNE 1948, CONCERNING THE 
RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE SECURITY COUNCIL ON 29 MAY 1948 


I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Excel- 
lency's telegram of 29 May 1948 in which you kindly give 
me the text of the resolution adopted on that day by the 
Security Council with a view to ceasing hostilities in Pales- 
tine for a period of four weeks. The Governments of the 
States Members of the Arab League, to which you com- 
municated the said resolution, have considered it and have 
taken the following decision which they have instructed 
me to transmit to you. I hereby transmit the following 
communication to you from the Arab League. The Gov- 
ernments of the Arab States stated in their replies to the 
first invitation to the same effect that the Security Council 
addressed to them on 22 May last that they greatly wished 
peace to be re-established in Palestine and both the Arab 
and Jewish people of that country to live side by side in 
perfect harmony and mutual understanding. The Arab 
States also gave the reasons why they would not accept 
that invitation and drew attention to the guarantees with- 
out which the suspension of the hostilities taking place in 
Palestine would only constitute a temporary respite giving 
rise to disorder on a greater scale and more serious acts of 
terrorism. It is pleasant to note that the Security Council 
has taken these considerations into account. The suspen- 
sion of hostilities is merely a means of finding the just 
solution of the Palestine problem which would be so 
welcome. The Arab States also note with satisfaction that 
the Security Council's resolution instructs the United Na- 
tions mediator to make contact with all parties as soon as 
the cease fire is in force with a view to carrying out his 
functions as determined by the General Assembly in its 
resolution of 14 May last. One of the most important of 
these functions is that of reaching a peaceful and just solu- 


tion of the problem. The Governments of the Arab States — 


are confident that the United Nations mediator and the 
members of the Truce Commission appointed by the 
Security Council on 23 April 1948 will realize that any 
solution which does not ensure political unity for Pales- 
tine nor respect the will of the majority of the population 
of that country will not have the least chance of success. 
There is not the least doubt that it will have exactly the 
opposite effect from that for which the suspension of hos- 
tilities was resolved: it will open the gates of Palestine, 
at the present time controlled by the Zionists, to receive 
hordes of Jewish immigrants of military age who are wait- 
ing at the ports of Europe and America for the first chance 
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to go to Palestine in large numbers. Most of these immi- 
grants have received a thorough combatant training, and 
their entry into Palestine will have the effect of reinforcing 
the bands of Zionist terrorists, which constitute a serious 
threat to the Arabs of Palestine and to the security of the 
Middle Eastern Arab countries. It is inconceivable that 
the Security Council could have intended to place the 
Zionists in a position to profit by the period of cessation 
of hostilities in order to receive a reinforcement of men 
who, although they come to Palestine as immigrants, are 
in reality nothing but trained fighters and thus come with- 
in the definition in the second paragraph of the Security 
Council resolution prohibiting the introduction of com- 
batant personnel into Palestine during the period of the 
armistice. Finally, the Governments of the Arab States 
consider it necessary that a body should be set up under 
all the necessary safeguards, charged with the most careful 
supervision of the provisions and conditions of the Security 
Council resolution on the cessation of hostilities and 
capable of performing this delicate function. The Gov- 
ernments of the Arab States consider that in this regard 
the Security Council resolution does not give them full 
assurance that the other party will respect the provisions 
and conditions of the armistice. Therefore, as members 
of a regional organisation responsible for maintaining 
security in their zone, they are bound to collaborate whole- 
heartedly with the United Nations mediator and the mem- 
bers of the Truce Commission for Palestine in order to 
supervise the carrying out of the aforesaid provisions and 
conditions. In the light of the above explanations the 
Arab States which are anxious to see peace re-established 
in Palestine and the way prepared for a just and fair solu- 
tion of the Palestine problem, accept the Security Council’s 
invitation to cease fire for a period of four weeks from the 
date to be determined for this purpose. In accepting this 
invitation, in spite of the obstacles with which all the at- 
tempts hitherto made to solve the Palestine problem justly 
and fairly have been confronted owing to the systematically 
obstructive attitude taken up by the Zionists, the Arab 
States are proving their sincere wish to collaborate with the 
United Nations in achieving such a solution at a moment 
when their armies which have entered Palestine have the 
situation in hand. 1 have the honour to be, etc. 


Signed: AHMED MOHAMMED KHASHABA PASHA, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Egypt 


